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ADVICE. 


TO THE 
CONFORMISTS 


and Non:Conformiſts; 


Ome, that think I have 
ſufficiently diſcovered 
| both the ſand the dan- 
ger of the preſent Separt+ 
tion, deſite I would far- 
ther conſider what may be ſea- 
ſonable to offzr by- way of 7emve- 
dy : bat when the foundations att 
out of coxrſe, what can I ſay or do? 
Our Church now ſuffers 2s 
the Church of Corinth did, by 
ſchiſm and prophameneſs : and we 
havenoted, that our Diviſions 
and Separations are thecauſe of gener! 
the firſt, which = I have ſhewn 


2 
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Advice to the Conf0zmiſts 
in another place) can no way be 
fully removed, but by our reun;- 
03 in the publick Temple Wor- 
ſhip : as our prophaneneſs, the 
other great miſchief and diſeaſe 
of the time, by a ſpeedy, and 
hearty, and general reformation 
of life, 

There is a comfort attending 
good endeavours, even when 
there is but little hope of ſacceſs: 
wherefore, it it be not a preſum- 
ption to follow the example of 
one otherwiſe minded, I fhall 
venture to produce my direct jon , 
and what I humbly conceive to 
be the preſent duty both of the 
Conformiſts and Non- Conformiſts, 
in order to the ſecuring the 
Church from total ſhipwreck in 
the preſent form, adding my pe- 
tition alſo, that beth would lay it 
to heart, 


Ic 


and Non-Confozwmiſts. - 

Ic is a time of /iberty, and men 
are very apt to do what teemeth 
right in their own eyes: and Icould 
even wiſh that they would do ſo 
incarneſt;if they would firſt wipe 
off the duſt of prejudice and paſs:- 
on, For I doubt nor but we are 
oenerally convinced by the Go- 
ſpel, which we all profeſs, thar 
it is indeed our duty, and intereſt 
t00, to love one another, yea to 
forbearand yield to one another, 
yea tO dexy our ſelves in the little 
ſatisfaction of having our ws 
wills and our own ways in ſmall 
and ind:ferent things for the pub- 
lick 200d; and to follow peace and 
halineſs with a conſcience void of 
offence towards God and all men. 

But chat | may be a little more More par- 
particular. I cannot believe that _ F- 
we indeed differ about the exi-" 
ſence of Heaven and. Hell; orin 
our notions of true Godl:zeſs,' as 
A 3 tome 


Advice to the Confozmitts 
ſome in their heats have inti- 
mated: or that our wiſeſt Ad- 
verſaries think, whatever they 
ſay, that the Fecleſtaſtical Powers 
and Courts are meerly merce- 
nary, or do really and intentio- 
nally encourage Vice, or dit- 
countenance ſolid and rue prety : 
yet my hearty and humble re- 
queſt to them, in the firſt place, 
is, that they would conſider 
1. What the cauſe of their pre- 
ſent Contempt may be ; and whe- 
ther ſumething be not coo juſtly 
imputable to owr ſelves, which 
oughtnotto be carefully ſearcht 
and reform'd before it be to00 /ate, 
Methinks 'tis adviceav>le, now 
you have ſo little to do with 
Schiſm, that you ſo rurn the edge 
of your power againſt prophanneſs, 
as 'it may appear you are as 
heartily againſt i as tha; and 
that none may think any longer, 


they 


and Non-Confozmiſs. 
they have cauſe to leave us as 
enemies to Godand godlineſs, and 
g00d men. l 

I have reaſon to affirm , that 
zeal was never guilty of a groſ- 
ſer ſlander, then by ſaying, that 
the preſent Clergy of the Charch 


of England, is generally igno- x1. cies. 


rant, idle, prophane, and oppo- gy. 
ſers of godline(sz under which 
ouile I heartily pray that none 
may die impenitent. Sure, if this 
zeal had any ground or love, it 
would be more Rezular, and fol- 
low Mr, Baxter's good advice, 
ani by proper complaint and 
proof endeavour,at leaſt,our Re- 
formation or Ejedtion, But tis 
roo - too uncharitable and 
oroundleſs, Iam confident, ir 
3s ne2r:r to truth to fay,; that this 
Church hath not [been bleſsed 
with a more Able, regular , and 
þ.0 Clergy, theſe hundred years 

A 4 (and 
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(and then I mighr ſay a thouſand) 
then at preſent z which I men- 
tion not to flatter, but to encou- 
rage my brethren to per ſeverarce 
and continuance in Well-coing, 
under all ſuch hard Speeches of 
ignoraxce and malice againſt 
them, 


Toomary Yetit cannot be denied , that 


faulty, 


the few igncrant and ſcandalows 
Miniſters, found here and there 
amonglt us, are too many: and 
untill the power of the Biſhops , 
bothas to the Admiſſio.: and e- 
jedion of Miniſters be more en- 
larged and better Conunterant'd by 
Law, we may wiſh a through a- 
mendment in this particular till 
our hearts ake , yet theſe flande- 
rers might know that the Church 
is purged of ſome ſuch notori- 
*ous Scandalous perions daily , 
where the power of the Church 
can do it : and where it canzor, 

we 


and ſ2on Confermiſts. 
re ſhou!d pity, and not clamunr. 
Vould the Patrozs be pleaſed to 
onſider their great /ruſt a little 
detter, they might lay a found.- 
/0z of better houp:s for the fu- 
we: and O that the Zord of the 

arveſt would put it into all 
heir hearts, not onely to diſpoſe 
df their gifts free/y, but wiſely ; 
and firſt co take advice with a- 
ble wxcencerned perſons before 
hey preſent their Clerks to the 
pſb-p; that there might be no 
emptatioaupon him to admit the 
wwerthy tor fear of a Guare im- 
peat. 

Bur,my brethren, (I mean you 
vho are not aſhamed to be cal- 
ed Conformiſts)may not conſcience 
of our duty ſupply all the real 
dr ſuppoſed defes in the Law ? 
vhy ſhould any of our [ves be a 
ſhame to- the beff profeſſion ? 
why ſhould Omiſflion , male- 

| Admi- 
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Patrons, 
= 
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Adminiſtration of our office, 
cauſe the Phil;tims to triumph, or 
. blaſpheme that holy Name by 
which we are called, bath as 
Chriſtians and Miniſters * D9 our 
Enemies ſtrike us in Malice, and 
iS It not 1n our power to urn it 
co our benefit * Let the Dagger 
that is intended to fab, open our 
Impoſiume, and let out our Corru- 

prion, 
No your 1, Coxſider your Callizz, and 
whole O= know that both God and man, 
vows and the Souls of your People, 
and the credit of Religion, and 
and the preſent S:curity of the 
Church of God, expects your 
diligence and faichfulneſs in che 
Duties of itz and it is but rcaſon, 
your Enemies being Judges. 
© One tnat 1s no great Friend, 
= eg faitnof us, They /lould conſider that 
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* 
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and Non Cenfoxmiſts. * 
reaſonable (ſaith he) that hoſe who 
will Conform, ſhould be exatt inthe 
doing of it, Let not the abuſe * 
of Liberty in others wear our 
the Sence, or abate the perſor- 
mance of your Office; for you 
kaow ycu are obliged both to 
be Sincere and Irtire, wanting 
nothing, cither of /yward or Ont- 
ward Worſhip required at your 
hands: Thus you will fulfil your 
Miniſtry indeed y and doubt nor, 
but Dwry will ever anſwer it (elf 

to God and Man, when little 
Arts and Devices for Siniſter 
ends run into the dark to hice 
themſelves. 

2, Why ſhould it b: ſaid,that Prezch 
the Non: Conformiſts do ont- preach enter 
us? Havethey better Parts, or 
more Learning? It cannot be _  _ 
ſaid. Hath Uſe procured them a 
better Hab.t,or Knack of Preach- 
ing, as they call it ? I can hard- 


ly 
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Mind the 
Rulc of 
Preaching, 
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ly beticve it: if in any icbe fog. 


'tis not generali'y z and where it 
is, let it be our ſhame: let it quic- 
ken our ſtndy ard prattice for our 
improvem: nt. Are they affett10- 
rate. {oy be ye : are they pradtica 


and pious, (» beye, Never be 


aſhamed to learn good of an exe-! 


O 


my ; eſpecial y when by that! 


g00.\ you ſhall not onely be more 
effectual for the good of your 
pe?ple, but remove a ſcandal 
from your perſons and office, 


and the whole Church of Eng-| 


Land, that ſuffers by ſome piti- 


ful and carele's Preachers. 


Eſpecially let us confider the | 


rule and exd of our Preaching : 
the rule is the plain Word of God, 
and the Doctrine of ir, as it lies 
in the Doctrine of our own 
Church,. I need not tell you what 
advantage our Adverſaries take 
{rom our juvenile extravagancies 


in | 
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and Non-Confozmiſts. 
in this kind : they tel} us that 


{many preach Socinianiſm, and 


make the pradice of fuch (moſt 


_Junreaſonavly !) no ſmall reaſon 


of their Nen- Conformity. But is 
ita matter of p.azſe tous, that 
the Non-Conform:ſts ſhall plead 
their kindneſs to the Doctrine of 
our own Church againſt us? Is ir 
indeed our glory to uſe this liberty 
in Doctrine,and their ſhame to uſe 
the like in pradFice ? Is there no 


| Non-Conformity in point of Do- 
Erine ? Is it wholly contracted 


into the oze point of Worſhip ? To 


, | what end did you ſubſcribe the 


Articles ? To what end did you 
promiſe otherwiſe at your '0rd!- 
vation * When you forſake your 
Tonth, IT hope you will leave this 
vaxity, whereby you indiſcreetly 
diſturb the Church,and open the 
mouths of gairſajers to very little 
Purpoſe: and though it is but 
your 


The End 
bf Preacl;- 
ing. 


Advice to the Confozmifts 
your own perſonal folly to do (0, 


- and cannot p>flibly have an in- 


fluence upon our public Dettrine, 
as weak men would fear: yct 
ſhall I praiſe you tn; this ® T praiſe you 
n0t. 

Conſider. alſo the end of Prea- 
ching. Deſign nothing (Oo much 
in Contriving and uttering your 
Sermons, as the faving your ſelves 
and thoſe that hear you, Preach 
faith and repentaxce, and the plain 
practical Catechetical points, with 
that ſolidne(s and zele that may 
tommend you, not to the idle 
Humms, but the very Conſciences 
of your hearers : while with fall 
evidence they are convinced, 
that you drfire their g001, and 
deſign their happineſs z and no 
temptation may be lefr them to 
forſake your Miniſtry for their 
exification. Letnothing ſavour 
of Self-eſteem, Self-ſecking, or 


re» 


and Non-Confozmilts. 
revenge upon perſons or parties z 
pr of flattery and- connivance at 
finin any ; have no jerks or 70+ 
fections at true piety or ſtriftneſs 
of life in any, Let a formal, 
dull, and flat ſpirit of indiffe- 
rency in Religion be far from 
you; for why ſhould you preach 
away your people * Whatever 
you imagine, this is not your 
wiſdom $ he that mins ſouls is wiſe. 
Yet you muſt confider alſo, 
that all your duty is not diſchar- 
oed when you have read prayers 
and preacht a Sermon ;, lay a foun- 
dation for the eſtabliſhment of 
the next (and we hope better) 
Age, by Catechiſing the Younger 
ſort, and opening the fundamental 
points of the Catechiſm to 
them. Labour to be ſerious and 
ſeaſonable in your Diſcourſes to 
the Sick; and be ready to Viſit 
them npon all occaſions. = 
taxe 
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Carechiſe. 
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Leſt the 
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ſuffer, 
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take all opportunities to. diſ- 


. countenar.ce Vice, and Vanuy ; 


and to imprint upon your Peo 
ple undoubted apprehenſions of 
Piety both of your Perſons and 
Calling: F<r certainly, ſomething 
elſe ſhould ſhew us tro be Ain 
fters of God, beſides our habit, 
eſpecially, when that is deſpiſed. 
We pray dayly, that the 27 
niſters of God may be endowed]. 
or cloathed with Righteouſneſs : 
is a Garment as well for defenſ 
as for Ornament, both of ou 
Selves, and the Church of God ; 
who uſually is wounded throught 
the Sides, and ſuffers reproachl 
by the real or pretended /poſneſs 
of her Clergy. Ihave reaſon tof 
think your very Enemies knowſ: 
you are much ſlandered: Yet'tis 
pity your Lzves ſhould be otherf: 
then ſuch, as no impacationſ 
can faſten upon you. The Fire 
15 


and Non-Confozmitts. 
. iS kinclel, O Lord, let the Sors 
y of Levi be purged as Gold and Sil- 
off Lord an off ermg in Righteouſneſs, 
nd Whcre the Laws have deter- 
mined you, make them your 
Rule ; but in other things let me 
belecch you to ſhew your Chari- 
ty and love of Peace, and (as 
17; much as in you lieth) your i» 
vel ofenſrveneſs to (uch as deſpiſe and 
Tel Per ſecute you, as our common Lord 
nl hath commanded you : For, 
Jnr ©xcept your Righteouſneſs exceed 
4 | tYe Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and 
'8 ; Phariſees, you are not worthy of the 
ch Kingdome of Heaven. 
ne( I fear ſome of us have very 
| col needlefly ſtirred a Spirit: of Jea- 
owl Jouſie in our Brethen againſt us 
ried theſe three ways z 1. By flight- 
ing the Office of Preaching. 24% 
ond BY raking »ew methods in the uſe 
of that Office, 3. By ſpeaking 
y B un- 
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ver, that thy 'm.y offer unto the * 


The Laws 


our Rule : 


hut Love 
al(o, 
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nawari y in the favour of Pope- 
79 : Aud (ceing your Adver- 
' far es ave object-d them all a- 
vainſt us, giv meleavero take 
n tice of the «ffencey and to 
ſpeak my mind fre-'y.and plainly 

upon e-ch of them. 
She Por th-firſt touchi 'g the Of- 
not fic? ﬀ Preach ne : [ am not 4 
Preaching. n-rant, that tie Temple is. called 
r'e H.uſe of Fr.ye. : And Ican 
by no means couſcnt with them, 
that compar: it with, much l:(s 
with tim that prefer Preaching 

befor: Prayer. 

Mitt :8, I know al), that the 1poſtles 
19. had their g'eat Commiſſion to 
preach, that they migltt teach 
the Nat 0-5, and convert the In- 
f | W.rld to Chriſtianity,yert the 
- D fciples were t.+ be taught af- 
terwaris, v.10. And it cannot be 
dei d,bu* that they were firſt feng 
tothe Houſe of 1ſrael;and that rhey 
accordingly Pxcach'd to the 


Fews, 


and Nem-conformifts. 

Fews, who were yet the Chnrch 
of Goa : Amorg wlom oup 
Lord himelt open'd tle Scr p- 
inres, that is Pre. ched in the 
Temple. And Ithiuk -t was ne- 
ver yct afhrmed, tart Prayer was 
the ovely, though ind. 4 it was 
the chief, uſe of the Temple: 
N.ither is tice any rca:on, 
thar either he one or the © her, 
ſhoul? jofl> our its Fellow, 

Who dare athrm there is not as 
true &real a need of Preaching in 
the Charch,forConvcriion t'» $1n- 
cerity and Ecincation, as in the 
World for Coiverfion to the Pro- 
felon of Chriſtianity 2 *Tis e- 
vident, the Prophct+ of old 
preached nothing more, or m''re 
frequently, to the Chureh of the 
Fews, then Converſion, and un- 
der the ſame rerm too : and 
therefore, let none be (o bold 
with Scripture as to call it Cart- 
it. B 2 And 
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And let me whiſper in your 
Ear, that Preaching hath the 
preheminence of Writing, and con- 
tequeutly of reading the Scrip- 
tures, both in point of time and 
manner of Tnſtitution : which 
may not be thought unworthy 
our conſideration, We are ſure 
Preaching 'is an Ordinance ap- 
pointed immediately by Cl:rilt 
himielf, what ever Reading is 3 
and might poſſibly, though not 
ſo weil have delivered the mind 
of God the laft two thouſand 
years to the World, asit did the 
firſt, though it had never been 
written. And notwithſtanding 
the unſpeakable advantage of 
the holy Scriptures, Preachin 
bath obtained in the ——_ 
- Church to this day. 
Who ſhall queſtion whether 
Preaching (whereby we addreſs 
to God, adoring him for his aver- 


2 


E 
{ 


bans 
a. 
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and Non-Co"fozmilts. 9 
cy and trath) in the Miniftry of 
the Prieſts Lips be a part of d+- , 
vine worſhip? 1am ſure the Injun- 
Rions of his preſent Majeſty 
makes it part of divine Service, 
With reference toPreaching alſo 
we have our Ordination and 1z- 
{titution, and the Laws and Ca- 
z0ns require it at our hands. 

Why ſhould our Acdverlſariecs 
triumph and ſay, we are a- 
gainſt Preaching? and that we 
ſpeak againſt ir to excuſe our 
idleneſs or inability * are not 
we beſt known by the name of 
Preachers? do they not by our 
Preaching ſee their moſt xeed of 
us ? do they not hence raiſe 
their value and eſtimation for 
us * dowhar you can and ſpare 
not, torecover the honour due *\ 
tothe PriefthooJin other regards : 
Bur if all the reſt be loſt, I ſee 
no reaſon we ſhould hazard this, 
alſo, B 3 It 
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cinianiim. 
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ſuſpicion 
of it, 
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It is laid the Prea. hrs of cur 
Church ar: famius, aud have 
log been famous through tie 
Chriſtian World, for Preachiae : 
Let no ma; tak? our Crows ; let 
us not throw it away our iclves, 

3. -1 PErcelve allo offence hath 
been rikenof th: pretcuded ya- 
tional way »tf {ome of onr Pre.ch- 
ers buth in theic Preach:ng and 
Writiaz: Though no {ob.r man 
Cai doubt, but that it hath been 
of late, improved very excel- 
lently, for the baffling of Pope- 
ry anJ the ſhaming of Phanaticiſm, 
out Ff the Worid. 

Bur ſecing the Law of Religi- 
on is rwofold, v'z, that of Reds 
ſon and Revelation : Phanaticiſm 
ſcems to be twofold allo. Wacn 
men ſo adhere to Reve/ation as to 
ceſpile Reaſowv, or 10 to glory 
in Reaſon, as to negle&t Revelas 
3:93 ; onely with this diffcrence, 
| | the 


and Non-Lo-formilts. 


he firit do ſoxe Ratioze, and the 
atzr cum ratiune inſane; hav- 


e fſpng the hunour to run madn the 
+ BRational Way, 
c M. thinks it is ſafcit ſo to uſe 


our Reaſon about Relig on, as not 
odraw the ſuſpicion either of 
Sociniin:ſme or 1» fidelty. Amir 
there wer: ncither Phanatick (in 
or:4inary {.nc-) nor Papiſt in the 
World, what have we gained, 
if we have hazarded Chriſttanity ? 
neicher can I bear wich {0 geue- 
ral and accommodar:d an ac- 
count of the Chriſtian Religion. 
whatſoever i's precenſes ar:, as 
a Few, a Turk, or a Pagan,m.y 
ſub'crib-. 

We glory, and that juſtly, in 
the great Title of Mimſters of 
the Goſnvel: and we are [=t for 
the defenſe of it, And what is 
the Goſpel in ſtriftnels of Spzech, 
bat the glad tidings of Salua: ion 

B 3 by 
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_ Chriſt and the Sant; fication of the 
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by Faith, inthe Redrmptien of 


Holy Ghoſt : And he thar ſeems 


ro delpile theſe, is not more like fi 
to a Socinian then an 1»fidel, buth u 
more like either then a M:4> 
{ter of the Geſpet. V 
Is not F.th, both in the grace} 7 
and profeſſzon of it, a great part] i 
of the C5r tian Religion? or isÞÞ C 
there nothi og in the objec of thef 7 
Chriſtian Faich but what is] t 
Reaſon abſtracted from. Re-}} « 
vela ion? I am not altogetherſ 
ignvrant of the learned attempts} 1 


tis way, though to no great puy- 
poſe. I know we cannot believe, 
and know not whyz yct we uſe 
to 'ay, that the Arguments in- 
ducing Faith are not taken from 
the nature of the 0bje?, but 
from the credibility orjintallibility 
of the Author or deliverer of ir. 
And our F4jth, in the prime Do- 
Wo riney 


and Non-Conformitts. 23 
arines of the Goſpe/ is built, 
not upon them as reaſonable in , 
thetnſelves, but upon Teſtimony 
from him that cannot deceive 
us. 

According to our Catechiſm 
we ſay, we believe in God the 
Father that made the World. Now, 
if Reaſon could have fonnd our 
certainly that the World was 
made , yet that it was made by 
the Word of Ged, or by the Son 
of God, or that things that do 1. 
now appear were made of things 
which did not, i. e. that all things 
were made out of othing, thele 
"things the Apoſtle, you know, 
referreth t9 Faith,as things never 
to have been diſcovered without 
ſpecial Revelation. 

Much leſs that thoſe other=, 
great Articles, touching the Re- 
d:mption of Chriſt, and the Sane 
&:ficatiow of the Holy Ghoſt ; if 

you.” 
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you conſider them in their Evan» 
gelical Latitude, 

That-the Second Perſ.n in the 
Trinity ſhould afſum- the humane 
Nature \wto an Hypoſtatical union 
with it ſelf ; that ris nature 
ſhould be conceived by the Holy 
Ghoſt , born of a pure Pirgin; 
That there is a Meſſeas, and that 
this s He. Thathe Gied for our 
fins, that he roſe again for our ju- 
ſt:fication : That he aſcended t9 
H av-n and there fits \n the right 
handof God ; and that thence he 
ſhall come again to Fudge the 
World. All thei: are chings, that 
Reaſon is an utter Stranyger to. - 
For great isthe Myſtery of Godli- 
neſs, Grd manifeſted in the Fleſh, 
&Cs 

Again, that there is a third 

] Perſon in the Deity, that this is 
the Holy Ghoſt, that inſpired the 
Divine Writers , and uy d 

rag 
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and Non Confozmitts. 
the Goſpel by Miracles. That 
he is ſent dewn frm Hcaven, ro 
convince the World, to inſtruct 
and (anCtifie, to govern guide 
and comfort the Church. Theſe 
things we all ſtcdfattly believe as 
Evangelical Verities, not diſ- 
coverable by any other Light, 
then that of divine and ſpecial 
Revelation, I might add, that 
Repentance itſelf, though it be a 
very reaſonable thing in thoſe 
that have offended in order to 
pardon, &c. Yet, aSit is a grace 
of this Spirit, and as it is a con- 
dition of the new Covenant, it 
is matter of Faith, and not to be 
diſcovered by Reaſon alone. 

This is the Word of Faith that 
we ought to Preach,and profels, 
and thereby, give our Teſtim:n 
that the Father ſent the Son to be the 
Saviour of th: World, 1 Joh. 4. 
14+ In this, the Ypoſt/es and Pri- 

micuive 


2} 
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mitive Martyrs were all Confeſ«f 


- ſors. Search Antiquity , and 
you find all ancient offices to 


have been compiled as it wereff 


for the (ame purpoſe. Our Church 
botk in her Do&Frine and Worſhip, 
i5a great Pillar of Chriſtiauity, 
whereon little elſe is written 
but Feſus Chrif. Review our 
Catechiſme and Colledts, Hymns 
and Litany, and ſeveral Creeds, 
as well as the offices of -the Sacra- 
ments ; together with the rea- 
fonand end of all our Feſtivals, 
and particularly of the Lords day; 
and you cannot but be confirm'd 
inthe acknowledgment of our 
great profeſſion of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt. + 

Then let the World be 7»fi- 


,- wel, but we that are Chriſtians 


and Miniſters of Chriſt, Jet us 
joy in bel:eving , and in our 
places own and profeſs rhe Goſpel 
by 


and Non-Confommitts. 
y Faith, which we cannot com- 
rencnd by Reaſon, 

Let us hold faſt the DoFr:ne, 
ind keep cloſe to the worſhip, and 
dbſ.rve the Feſtivals of our own 

turch as the true Sons of it, 


. and there can be no colour for 
3 . - . . 
n Þ2y ſuſpicion or imputation of 


vinianiſme upon us. 

The tum is, notwithſtanding 
he private opinions of ſome 
men, he muſt needs be very weak 
that ſhall ly from the Charch of 
England, for fear of Socinianiſm: 
of which none can poſhibly 
doubt,that moreover read theCa- 
n0ns, made by the Biſhops and the 
reſt of our Clergy in the Convoca- 
tion of 1640, 

3. *'Tis further complain'd, 
that ſome of us ſpeak too much 
in favour of Popery 3 ſaying, 
they had rather be Papifts then Pha- 
naticks, &c. theſe, though I have 

no 
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Nor Pope- 
ry. Reflec, 
e927: 


23 Advice the Conforinifts 
no mind to defend, yet tis evi: 
. dcnt, they iitend onely eithe 
thus ro Droll with Phanatieks, 0 
to ſhew an implacable  averſneſ; 
to Phanatiriſm, which; they ma 
ſuppoſe, they can hardly doin 
higher Form of Speech, then 
that which prefers Prpery it (elf 
before it, Though, I think thi 
excellent Dr, is not yet anſwe- 
red, who hath proved Pepery tC 
be founded in the groffeft fort © 
Phanaticiſm. 

However, Comfariſon's, epe- 
cuaily, where the rexms are (0 Op- 
pofite, muſt needs bs offenſive 
and odious, yer, our Brethren 
ought to cunfider, that ſuch 
ſuppoſed raſh expreſſions re- 
fie nothing upon the Church o 

,-7 England; which, as it owneth 
not ſuch extravagancy in Cx- 
preſſion, ſo ir ſelf is owned by 
them that uſe them, as the 


beſt 


, 
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and Now-Conformifts. 


Weſt Church in the World. 


But, to my Brethren I. make : 
bold to ſay, that I know no 7ea- 
ou they have to prefer Popery 
b. yond ſome ſort of N. n+ confor- 


mily : I am ſure, 'tis neither zece(- 


ary nor ſeaſonable. - The Papiſts 


may know to uſe your kindueſs 
{beyond your intention z and you 


find the Non-cor formiſts are ſcan- 


Edaliz'd at our very Church for your 


ſake z and publickly plead it a- 
gainſt us already, And you 
cannot but remember the Gate 
horrid conſequences, that the 
groundleſs ſuſp:tto» that our 
Clergy was Poprſhly affeFed, hath 
had upon us bothin Church and 
State, 


Yea,give me leaveto ſay ſcber- 


29 


ly,t hat ſome atleaſt of our Now. , 


comformiſts, | hope, are not worſe 
then Papiſts in their Principles a- 
bout c:v3l Government 5 and] 
hope 
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hope too their other' principles 
of Religion, and their practiſes al- 
ſo, are nearer to us then the 
Papiſts. Neither need we look 
on Non-conformity, all things} 
conſidered, as a more formida- 
ble Adverſary : In my weak opi- 
nion, all that are not for Popery, 
have reaſon to write againſt ir, 


But, whatever weakneſs, 


Non- conformiſts are guilty of P; 
in thinking otherwiſe , it is a 
truth, that there is no Bulwork ſo 


zmpregnable azainſt Popery, as the 5 
Conltitution of the Church of 
England: And none can readf 
without ſome aſtoniſhment the 
incomparable Zeal of the Copve» 
cation (in 1640) to ſecure our 
Church both from Poepery and 

| -, Socinianiſme. 

Conitue © Laſtly, let me conjure you not 

Lojalty: to be guilty of the leaſt whiſper | 
againſt the Government of his 

$2 
> 


and Non-Conformifts. 31 
Sacred Majeſty, but to do your 
duties with0u4 murmuring. YOu « 
have hitherto had the honour of 
being ſtyled the Loyal Clergy: 
Tis our true glory, that our 46- 
Frine eſtabliſheth cbedience to 
Princes upon the beſt Principles in 
the World, Why ſhould it be 

aid, that the Non-conformiſts are 
mow the Royaliſts, as an ingenuous 
Perſon (F.H.)intimates? Though as ir is by 
I muſt have leave to remember /- # 
im, that herein, as well as in 

ome other things, he ſeems to 

ake too much erty to his phan- 
fe, 

If thereſt of his Brethren will 

and to his Notion of the power 

of Conſcience, and the power of 

he Magiſtrate touching itz, I 

zould defire to pur it to no ether” « - * 
ue, whether their Principle or 
rs, be the moſt Zoyal, 


C He 
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His firſt He ſaith, that ul. is the 284F, 


incip! : 
<0" ter of the Prijices command hy 


0 
red. anteced-ntly nec Mary in the judg, 
ment of the Subje&# (it bein 


command:d in Scriptur-, or ref} 
quired by the 1:ght of Naturft 
for the common good) the Conf 
ference .f the Subj+-& is not ob 
l;gzed co ob:'y thit command 
Not bc ing herc aware, that obe 
di-1Ce tO 2947 IN things we judg 
indifferent , is both commande h 
Ashe by Gd in Scripture, and requi 
Cafe! him red KY by God in t'eLaw of " 
ſelf, Þ. 74 ture for the. cemmuon good, lo 
for the ſecurity of the Nublic] h 
Peace, and Gods own Vicegeſ - 
rency upon the Earth, / 
Go:! (ith oarticullfly , Sub 
m't your ſelmes to every Ordinant 
-:=»Of man for the Lords {ake ,, that i 
nd our of Conſcience 0 Gad, Ob 
them that h -ve-R«1' over.you 1, gav 
unto Ceſar the thi, gs, that are c | 
ar 


ud 


0, 


af 


and Non-confo miſts. 
ts, You muſt needs be ſubjet, 


*SHife. Thcſe are expr flea abſo- 
Þ/utely, but where do yu find 
his condition, we need obey aud 
"1Þbmi: on-ly for wr th & nor out 
ongf Conſcie..ce, if the thing cOom- 
oF anded be not otherways.neceſ. 
ng ary, or but indiffcrent in zt ſelf ? 
be hen Man commands what God 
"g otbids, 'tis reaſon we obey God, 
”" hough with dilobecience . tg 
Ban; but when we may obey 
Va an, and not diiobey God , we 
| Truſt do it in obecience to God, 
KYhac is, out of Conſcience. | 
SF The difference betwixt us-is 
4 ainly this : We ſav, the Co: {ci- 
*=ce-becomes obliged to ob-y 
"Sur Prince by virtue of Gods 


ur 


im: You ſeem to ſay. that 
onſcience becomes obliged 
rom the matter or thing: com- 


a C 3 manded, 


,» 
. 


ommand, that we ſhould obey”"*  , * 
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Wot onely for wealth but Conſcience « 
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manced , which quitedeltroy 
* eth all obligation of Coxſciezc 


co obey our Prince, For you fa 1 
| when a thing is commance4 b | 


God, or we chink it tends to thy 
publick g 000d, then onely Con 
ſcience is obliged to obey ou 
Prince: But this Obligation | 
oncly from the neceſſity of thi 
thing commanded , and becauſ 
you approve it to be a duty bt 
fore, and conſequently in obedi 
encr to your own Reaſoz ani 
Juigme:ir, and and not at a 
out -'f Conſcience of the c01 
mard or in obedience to thi 
King for you were 1n yu 
. Los CE -qu21ly obliged to do i 
whetl-er Man had” commande 
you Or tlOr, 
Bur in all other Caſes yo 
F need obey onely for wraths ſake 
that. is, no further th:n you ar; 
forced: and therefore, when you 
art 


F or = 


and Non-Conformilts. 3; 


re got above fear, you will nor, 


x r need not, regard Authorny, 
#6 J . . ”, " Me © 
C: his Principle will hardly pr.,ve 


| he Non-Conform:ſts te onely 
þ oyaliſt's, 
F Burt to make the mattcr a lit- 
le plainer  1:t us conſider what 
Fan oblige the Co-ſciexce bur 
bod, and the notice of his Will, 
hoſe things which are diffe- 
F-2t in themſelves before, (as 
read and Wine) are therefore 
ade the neceſſary Elements of the | 
ords Supper by Gods command , 
nd ought therefore to be uſed 
Conſcience ro God, But if man : 
gommand any thing, there are | 
wo thing confilerablez the 
atter or things commanded,and 
Whe Authority or command it elf: 
f the thing commanded be.,, . 
ch, as God hath commanded » / 
bre ; weare bound in» Conſci- 
" Yuce to obſerve it two wayes z 
" C 3 from 
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l from the ne-efhity of the mather 
| Fi ter, and from the Authority 'f hut 
wh . ' command, whichare both fron. 
Gol; for he that hath ſaid beLa 
fore Do this, hath alſo laid obo 
your GUVernonrs. . O | 
| Bur if the thing commandege 
] by m4% were not commande$ 
| by. God before, and be not forfou 
bidden a'ty way by him, thougIÞo; 

the firſt way of obligation fr'1nþo! 

the matter fails, yet the ſeconſſvil 
holds; and obligation fronfpa: 

God to obey our G-wernours \ffin | 

ſtill up.n Conſcience, from thvh 

nor c2of Go 1s will in that Caſgſjor 

Belid s, as was before oblervednc 

in all -uch indiff rent things Gu 
requires obedience to our Gover 

nours, not on-ly by his poſits 

'  - Laws in Scripture, as if (uch 
»— _bediencewere indifferent bcfo 
he required it ; but alſo by che: 

Laws of Natarc, for the preſſtai 

ſer- 


$ 
at 


hi 
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rvation Of Government anJ the 
ublick good, 

Conſider well that famous 
ale of the Recabites : They 
tained from F,ne, in obedience 
d their Fathers command aftcr 
e was dead , and all fear of his 
Tath was gone : Now what 
ould move or oblige them bur 
onſcience f Co: aſcience, I ſay z 
ot that the matter was other- 
ite commanded by God, or 
as for the publick go01, bur 


iffln honour to their dead Parent, 


which God commanted : Trere- 
ore we find God approves, accepts, 


and rewards it. Which vcry 
'ohing proves it was mtimately and 


eally an obedience to Gods own 
if, for God approves, accepts, 
1 rewards nothing elie. 
Bur che foreſaid Anthor pur-. 
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AR#: 
His ſecond 


Tues his diſcourſe ro a Principle, Principle. 


hat ſeems co m2 of more dazge- 
C 4 rous 
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P.112, F045 CONLequences tO Government 
_ T hat h- maze Powers may not la 

' fully cemmand or 1nforce any thi 
againſt the Conſcie..ces, or perſw; 
110ns of the Conſciences of th 
Subject, even in civil concern 
And for this inſtance he is ven 

P. 113, Furous to (ay, that a Tax may | 
laid upon the People; yet if an 
one reſuſes t:» pay it, (as one 
the Fifth Mozarchy, he obſerve: 
may poſhbly, in point: of Corſci 
ence, do) though diſtreſs may | 
takes for the publick good, yet th 
perſon may not lawfully be p 
#:;ſhed for not paying it. Ani 
thus his matter runs ſmoothly 
bur if we may have leave t 
make choice of an 1»ſtance, 
think he will defire no furthe 

_. anſwer in this. particular. E. 6 
The Law of God is the Ruleo 
Conſcience: This Law is Negativ! 
as well as Affirmative, and bind: 


the 
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" and Non-Conformiſts. 
the Conſcience equally in both re- 
ſpecs. So far we are agreed. 
N-w edmic a man of the Fifth 
Monarchy, or a number of ſuch 
men, ſhall think they are bound 
in Conſcience by virtue of ſome 
plain Text in the Revelations to 
deſtroy the Wicked, to (et up the 
Government of Feſus Chriſt in 
oF his Saints; and fiom that of the 
i P/almiſt in order to this great 
work, to bind the Kings of the 
Earth in Chains, and our Nobles in 
Fetters of Iron. Seriouſly ſay, 
what think you of this Caſe ? 
may not the Sword of the Magi, 
ſtrate be made a rerrony to ſuch e- 
vil Doers ? may not thole blgody 
Conſciences be reſtrained by com- 
<< mands and menaces * may not 


theſe bloody hands be cur off agd, 


of punifhed ? may not Conſcienti- 
* ous Aurther be revenged ? no 
dy litt;e Artifices of mans wit, no 
cunning 
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wes 
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' 1elves in Parliament, is as due to 


cunning Subterfugs of de- 
bauche.| Conſciences can pofhibly 
'race out that indeleble Law of 
Nature, and the God of Na- 
ture z he that ſhed:th mans blood, 
by man ſhall his b'ood be ſhed, And 
if the like colour from Conlci- 
ence be put upon Theft, Adultery 
or any of th: fins againſt our 
Neighbour, they may caiti'y re- 
ceive alike Anſwer. You will 
ſay perhaps theſe are ev:l by vir- 
tue of Gods command, before 
mans Law was made; true, fo 
allo 'tis a good, which God re- 
quires before the Tax be made, 
that we ſhould give to every one 
his due, Tributeto whom Tribute, 
Cuſtom co whom Cuſtom; And 
Iam apt to think, that what is 
given to King Charles by our 


mp. Ef ov 


him, as what was exacted' by 
Ceſars command was to Caſar. 
F 
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and Non-Confozmilts; 


I am afriil I ſhall rrovble 
that Ingenious Avuth.r , other. 


wiſe I ſhould mind hum, that by? 


ſuch Principles the Non-Confor- 
miſl's are not :lik ly ro Carty it 
in point of Loyalty or tendency 


| tv Publick Guoed, which draw 
| both R-ligion, and Juſtice, and 


prepirly it lf, under ſub Au- 
thority of private © Cor ſcience, as 
unhiug:th Government: And to 
ſay no worſe, leave all thoſe 
precious things in an uneſta- 
bliſhed condition, Burt I (pare 
them z for he many times ſeems 
to explain himſelf a great deal 
better then his Prizciple will 
bear him out: And ſometimes, 
eſpecially rowards the latter end 
of his Book, when he had bet- 


ter conſidered the Confequeg-, 
ces of it, he more then ſeems-to * 


ſuſpe# it, and reſolves all into 
the Prudence of the Governour, 
no 


Advice to the Confozmiſts 
no doubt finding his diſtinion 
of the Power of reſtraine and 
conſtraint would not ſerve him in 
all emergencies, 

Let him conſider ; the Law of 


God obligeth us to_ do, as well | 


as to emit : Accordingly Cor- 
ſcience, ruled by its apprehenfi- 
ons of that Law, obligeth us to 
both: Or whether it do fo or no, 
it may be perſwaded it doth, and 


that's all one: And thongh | 


Conſcience err, yet it 15 to us 


as God ; and by obeying it we. 


obey Goa, and it 1s above all 
humane Authority, Therefore the 
Magiſtrate hath no power to en- 
force me not todo my appreherd- 
edduty ; or to puniſh me if I do 
it,thoughit be to murther the in- 
nqcent,as in the Caſe before. He 
' abhors the conſequence,but whoſe 
are the premiſes ? 


Af- 
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and Non-Confomtitts. 
Afﬀrer all this, and ſuppoſing 
ſome of us to be really guiltys 


43 


either of i7norance, ſcandal, idle- 
neſs,or imprudence in the aforeſaid 
particulars ; I cannot be ſo fond 
| aSto believe, that this is the chief 
cauſe of the preſent Sepration, 


whatever is pretended : my Rea- 
(on is, becauſe it hath hitherto 


{o happened (as a demonſtration 
to the contrary) that, where the 
| Diſſenters themſelves acknow- 


| ledge 


Pariſh - Miniflers 


frecſt from ſ»ch exceptions, (and 


11038. 


all other) there is generally the 
oreateſt cauſe to bewail Separa- 


Conſequently I have no great No hopes; 
encouragement, without a mi- Y<*do 


your du- 


racle, to beleive, that if you ties, 
ſhould reform every thing that "Is? - 
really amiſs in you, or that they | 
complain of, while you are true 

ro the duties of your places, the 
Se- 
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Separation will much abate wpon 

It, 
However, you have other ſuf- 
ficient Motzves to quicken you, 
& other Perſo5 t > account with; 
Therefore 1 © the fear of God, 
and the good of the Church be- 
fore you, aud remove all appear- 
ances of evil from your {: ves, 
and all occaſions of evil ſpeaking 
from. the Diſſenters, And let no- 
thing diſcourage you in your 
Srudies-and cares to amend what 
S amiſs, to perſevere im well do- 
ing, to fulfil your Miniſtry, and to 
receive your Crows; And if, 
notwithſtanding your uttermoſt 
endeavours to prevent it, they 
will be offended, and forſake your 
Prayfor Churches, bear itas your Croſs, 
your Ee wth the patience of Chriſtians, 
© and the corrageof the men of God, 
And however they treat you, or 
the Church, ceaſe not to pity 
and 


aud Non-Conformilts. 
and pray for them, as: you are 
taught. Pray for them, though 
your Enemies : Though they 
ſlander you and perſccute you, 
and for nothing elſe but the 
truth's ſake, as they did the 4+ 
poſtle ; That it may pleiſe thee 
to forgive our Enemies, Perſccutors, 
and  Slanderers, and turn their 
Hearts. Pray for them as Sheep 
that are gone aſtray ; that it may 
pleaſe thee to bring into the way of 
. | truth ſuch as have erred and ave 
| Þ decerved, Webeſeech thee to bear 
45 good Lord. 

Now, my Brethren, I hum- 
bly and earneſtly beſeech you 
ro pardon my freedome *with 
you. Onely take it by the 
right handle,' and I know you 
cannot take it amiſs, Seeing , 
tis (aid I bave dealt (wrartly with 
onr Adverſaries , if I ſhould 
not deal plainly with you, I 
| ſhould 
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ſhould neither follow my Exam: 
: ple, nor anlwer my Reprover. 
But I have a word or two 
alſo ad populum, for our Con- 
forming People, that yer «onti-| 4 
'nue in one Parochial Commu- 
n10n. 
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| People. 


WW 4 jeu alſo go away? you Hold faſt, 
know we have the words of e-. 
"Bternal life : and whether can you 
190 to mend your ſelves f Con- 
lider the Canger of breaKing the 
Un;on, a:.d diſſolving the conſti- 
tution of our Par:ſh Charthes 
and hold faſt the profeſſion of your 
Faith, without wavering, ncr for- 
ſaking the aſsembling your ſelves 

torether, as the manner of ſome ts. 
Your continuing hitherto with 
us, declares you are ſatisfied 

vith our Communion : An 
for your Pariſh Miniſters, if 
hey are ſuch as they ſhould be, 
fail not to encourage them in 
D the 
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the day of their diſtreſs, as Chil-B 
.dren (ſhould do to their Pa-ſhh 
rents: If they are faulty, en-Þ4 
deavour in your places to reform 
or remove. them if incorrigible,Þþ 

- thatche Church may be no long- 
er ſcandalized by them ; but be; 
very tender of Separatizg fromfi; 
them, 

' Be your Minifters never 
oDnoxiaQus, your Separation 1S nc 
legal Remedy either for -the 
Church or you 5 nor do ou 
Laws allow it : Yea, you have 
nota word from the old NexÞ 
Conformiſts or Presbyterians tf 
warrant your going to ſeparatdh1 
Congregations of axether conſtifj;s 
tution 3 though indeed theyly 
did allow of going to Neighy, 

* bonr-Pariſhes, where the Mif 
niſter was very ignorant Or wickjie. 
ed. But if the Miniſter be pious 
and diligent,” though of very;, 


or dinar 
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rainary and mean gifts, they do 
4 Dy NO MEAans allow an Ordinary, 
N-Yand uſual with drawing from his 
'mIMiniſtry, to hear thoſe that are 
e more able. 
8} Arethe Peopl:z that ſeparate of 
DeÞWerrer Lives then you ? the faulr 
Wis not in the Miniſtry, by which 
they were alſo generally conver!- 
{c 4, but in your ſelves: 1 ſpeak 
nOBthis to your ſhame. It is It; ro 
he you, to» recover the honour of 
Uifof that means which they diſpa- 
Virage by forſaking, and you by pro- 
nÞphanine. 
0 Yet .it is ſufficiently obſerya- 
oAble, that the Separation it ſelf 
tis blemiſht with its peculiar 
AVices z which you ought by op- 
NYpoſsr0n; to avoid, 


Ly * Are they proud, cenſorious, yi of » * 
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*Yjea!lous; and raſh in Judgement y the Seyz 


uJbe ye humble, candid, and chari- 
Treble : Are they partial and trou- 
of D 2 bleſ>m 


Tation, 
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Their 


ſome tv the Church and Neigh- 


. bourhood, be ye Catholick, and asc 


much as in you lies live peaceably 
with them and all men, Are 
they guilty of Schiſm by breach 
of unity? take you heed of be- 
ing ſo by breach of Charity. 
And by their new and ftrange 
devices to, deride, ſtudy how 
you may #mte, And ſeeing 
they will forſake you, ſtudy yo 
to k ep cloſer ons to another, 
Yet, what is or ſcems to bt 


good imi- gd and commendable in them, 


rate, 


if there be any virtue, if there b 
any pra;ſe among them, think o 
theſe things , and diſdain not tc 
be taught by your Adverſar:es, 
Are they Zealons in their way ? 
do they love and adhere to anc 


* provide one for another ? are 


they {ri and temperate ? Arc 
they free from Vanity, Ribaldry 
Riot, and Blaſphemy ? Arethe; 

Admi- 
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Admirers of their Teachers, Pun- 
ual and greedy obiervers of che, 
times of their worſhip, 8&c. Be 
you {o too, and much more; 
and covet earneſtly the beſt gifts. 

# Thus labouring co redeem the 
{Name and Reputation of the 
Church of Enzlazd, from the 
charge of a vain and debauch'c 
Converſation, under ſo excellent 


a Profeſſion. 
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Iſ9- 
PETITIONFE 
AND 


ADVICE 


TO THE 


NON-CONFORMISTS|þ 


} 
(- 


Pe 
C 


D — m— 


"1 
Preacners. x, O their Preachers, ifÞ9® 
they would deſign to 


hear me with pati- 

ence and charity, and meekneſs of ig 
wiſdom, and not count me anſfil 
Enemy, who would onely tell "I 

. them the truth in love. W 
Many of you are well known|'V! 

to mes Iſhould wrong you, notſÞ: 
toacknowledg you to be men off 8 
Parts 


if 
'0 


if 
n 
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Parts and worth , and (uch as 
xre qualified to ſerve the Church 


na a more then ordinary man- # 


er, andI know not that I ever 
aidany thing, when warmeſt in 
\rgument, undeferving that 
Charity of F, H. concering 
ge : who(ſaith he) upon Convi. 
ion, will perhaps as ſoon as any, 
be ready to thank God with ns, if 
4 Door iſo effetFual be opened, that 
we may without offence, and without 
chiſm, joyn our ſtrength in muts - 
dl love and concord for the carry- 
ing on the great work of mans Sal- 
vation through the Nation, 

Yet I have faid ſo much 4- 
gainſt you, that you will not ea- 
fily believe I would #atter you : 
'Tis enough, if you can bear 
with me, that I am not yet con- 


have taken is ſinful, and of dan- 
gerous conſequence, from which 


D 4 very 
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vinced, but that the courſe you * + 


54 Adviceto the Confozmiſls 
very perſwaſion onely , I too 
all that heat that ſome complai 
of, 

I am yet offended at your 5S: 
paration, but eſpecially that yo 
gather your Aſſemblies at th 
{ametime with the Temple-Wor 
ſhip; and in ſuch Places top 
where no exception lies again 
the Pariſh- Miniſters: Beyond al 
colour or pretence of Reaſon 
and all Allowance even of tho! 
that have hitherto Written i 
your defence. And methink; 
( ſuffer my plainneſs ) if there 
be indeed any Wiſdow, and j 
Meekneſs in you; if any love t 
tO #5, if any care to the Church, 
if any real defire tq avoid the 
Crime and the charge of $chi(m; 
it ſhould be Cifficult to perſwade 

' Youro alter your practice in that 
one particular, | 


You 
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You do not think the People Keepyour 
would be the worſe for our Fe-a ales 
lowſhip. You do not bid De- rmes. 
ftarce to it your ſelves z or de- 
clare againſt the Pariſh- Conſlitu- 
O08 7/02 of our Churches, or tor a 
on Total Sep.ration : If any thing of 
OF this nature be ſaid of you, you 
uy are offended: Then think on't 
all ſeriouſly, why you ſhould gene- 
ny rally fo order your Meetings, as 
1 chat your Hearers are neceſſitated 
I'y to leave our Aﬀſemblies, 
ky If I may not deſerve to be 
T 
l 


heard, Whom will ye hearken to 

in this Point ? Shall we appeal Fellow 
x to choſe that would defend you, {eq 
and Write againſt me ? I am advice. 
A content ; follow but their. Ad- 

m;F vice and Examples in this parti- 

dell cular, and you will oblige me + , 
all never to trouble you more in * 
this Matter, 


, Here 
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9, Ft Hear what the Authour of $4- 
w crilezious D;(ſention , &c. (aith: ſhui 
« If you l,ve where the Conformable 
Myniſter is faithful, truly endea- 
vourins the $ alvation of his Flock , 
T charze you in the * ame of Chriſt, 
do not onely if poſſivle as much as in 
you lieth, live in love, familiarity, 
peace with him ;, but alſo do all that, 
J0u can to maintain his honour, and 
promote his work. For all your Non: 
Conformity, you are no better then 
he, if you be not more charitable 
then he. If you ſet your ſelves in 
a arviding way, ſecretly to rejoyce 
at his diſparagemeut, 41d to draw as 
many from him as you can, you are 
but deſtroyers of the Church of God. 
Call your ſelves what you will, I will 
call you deſtroyers if you are divider 5, 
Tea, much that elſe would b: your 
= -* oy, muſt be omitted to avoid Di- 
viſion. The work of God, the good 
of Souls, the defenſe of the Prote. 
ſtant 


we 


and.Non-Confomitts. 
£111 Religion againſt Papiſts, res 


: ywire your utmoſt conjured ſtrength : 


nd you are Betrayers cf all theſe, 
you are Dividers. 
Therefore goas often as you ca 
0 bis Congregation, and hold coms- 
wnion perſonally with him, and 
eadthe People with you. Do rot ſay 
mow we have an opportunity to do 
better, it is unlawful to joyn with 
hem that do worſe : For thongh it 
be not lawful to negleft your own duty 
and opportunity, it is lawful ſor yu 
by deed as well as word to ſhew your 
Chriſtian Concord and Communion. 
Therefare in Pariſhes where all 
may well heax the Pariſh Mipiſte #, 1 
would not have you, with.nt neceſſity 
Preach at the [ame hour as he doth, 
but at ſome middle tame, that you 


may not ſeem ta wie with him for « 


Andutors, nor to draw the People 
from him: But let them go with 
you to hear nim, andaefier come and 
h:ar you, or before. And 


Advice to the Confozmiffg 
And tha: he likes not this gan 
thering of Churches very well to 
" Whatever he had ſaid in the. Þex 
defenſe, by the Petition he woul( op 
have ws make for them : That # (1 
poſſible (upon the terms he hadſlſh 
laid down) they might be takes in-Wdr 
. to the eſtabliſhed Miviſtry 5 if not be 
yet tolerated as Ledurers under ns 
in ſuch Churches wh:re the Mini- 
ſfters d:fire them, And he hath 
my conſent, thateither of theſe. 
were rath:y to be admitted, 
though it be with the /ofs of 
part of our profits, then to ha- 
zard all, as I fear you do, by 
the preſent ſeparation. 

One thing, I humbly renew 
for your moſt ſerious conſidera- 
tion; whether it be not adviſe- 
, able to inſtruct your Mearers, 
in the lawfulnzſs and conveni- 
ence of their communicating 
"with ws, at leaſt ſometimes ; 
and 
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4-fand perſwading them thereun- 

Il ro both by your zeachi & and , 

& Bexample ; leſt by the conſtant 
Idffoppoſere prafFice, their hearts be 

fo alienated from the Temple- wor- 
adſ/bjp, that when you would re- 
x-ſduce them to it, you ſhall find it 

t beyond your power, 

us 


Advice 
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P. 118, 


c 
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1 


hi 


—— 


—— 


To the Non-Conforming - 
People 0 


At 
w—_— you that are our PeopleÞ9 

who are neither gone awayſ® 
a.r:ady, or are under temptationſÞt 
to /cave ws, I have very littl: q 
eacouragement tov trouble youſ'© 
with my advice; though I 
ſhall nor ſay of you, as the .1uF>, 
thor lately quoted doth of theÞ0 
Conformiſts in his humble Petitionf® 
to them, that Satan hath got | DE 
great advantage , that the wiſeſſſ® 
man living is uncapable of ſpeaking.” 
rightly to them without offence, q 
- However ſuffer, though it be 0 
a kind of penance to. you, ye” 
ſuffer a word or twoof ExhortaÞ* 
tation, which I ſhall commend 
with 


$ 
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jth better Anihiriy 10 you, 
hen mine own. 


1. Suffer the Arguments both Conform 


rom duty and Peace, and unity 
und charity, to prevail with you, 
o conform as far as J0u can. 
And in what you cannot, la- 


Þour ſor ſatisfaction, and if that 


annot be 'had, uſe any allowed 
eans for the gratifying your 


Felves in ſuch things wherein 


ou caxnet conform ; but do not 
eparate more then you muſt needs x 
Snot this reaſoxable and proper 


Sdvice ? ask Mr. Baxter ? ask 


he Author of the Anſwer to my 
Book ? ask the old Non-Con- 


Jorzn/ts ; yea I appeal to your 


wx Breaſts , if you would but 
uffer your ſelves ſeriouſly and 


Impartially to conſider it: Fax , 


ſel 
A 
nd 
th 


ſurely Diviſion is not to be cho- 


en for it ſelf ; and there can be 
0 reaſon for the uſe of the dan- 
gerous 
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gerous Phyſick of ' Separation 
aud rending and tearing the by 
dy of the Church, beyond zece/. 
Hy, 

There are three Queſtions 0 
Caſes of Conſcience, that woull 
be throyzhly canvas'd and retoly' 
before yo1 Separate, 

3. Whether we may ordinari| 
leave cur own Pariſh Miniſters t0 
hear others ? 

2. Whether ſuch as could and di 
communicate with the Parti 
Churches before the liberty,can hav 
any tolerable reaſon to ſeparate now. 

3+ Whether ſuch as ſay they cannit 
in Conſcience joine with us in at 
things, have axy ground to leave u 
inthoſe Parts of worſhip they can, 

The firſt is anſwered by the 


. Gld Non-Conformiſts z, particu- 


larly by the grave Mr. Hilder- 
Hhim, in theſe words : 


If 
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If thy Piftor, faith he, be 
* approved of by theChurch Con-e 
* ſcionable in his place, unblameable 
* in his life 4 though of 42 feriour 
© Parts, tak? heed thou leave 
© him nor, 
-'© 1, He may be a true Minz- 
(ter though inferionr ro many 
F others, Mat. 25. 15» Which 
rofflf Argument the Apoſtle uſeth to 
* pzrſwade aff members to #n7ty, 
lid Eph. 4- 7. 
i} < You are bound to love and 
vl reverence him, and thank God 
,. | for him, 1 Cer, 16. 10, 1 The. 
wtf 5. 13+ Rom. 10. 15. Luke 10. 
all 16. 
wh ©3- Doubtleſs thou maiſt 
profit by him, if the fault be nor 
heff ix thy ſelf, 1 Cor. 12. 7. & 14: 
u-Þ 3r. 
. ? 4. Our profi: depends not on 
| Miniſters gifts, but on Gods 
bleſſing, 1 Cor. 3. 5,6, 74 8- 
If E © 5, None 
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© 5, None.may uſually andſſ: 
« © ordinarily leave his own Paſtour, ſc 
£ (to qualified as before) for ; 1.Þ 
© As it is Gods own Ordinazce,k 
* that every own Paſtour ſhouldſþ 
© have his own Flock to attend, 
and take heed unto, AT. 14.þ, 
© 23..S0Oit is Gods Ordinance, thath ; 
©every one of Gods PeopleÞ: 
© ſhould have a Paſtor of his ownfy, 
*roattend upon, 1 Pet. 5, 3. Novh 
© he cannot be ſaid todepend up-þ, 
© on, his: Paſtour's Miniſtry, that 
* doth orainarily and uſualhyj,. 
f leave it, and g0 to anotherf,, 
©He onely. maketh a right uſt 
© of the benefit of hearing ſuch : 
* have more excellent gifts thenf}þ, 
© his own Paſtour, as leanetl;, 
* thereby to his own Paſtour thqhe, 
© better, and to profit more billy, 
© him. op 
*6. If thou leaveſt chine ownfſc;, 
* Paſtour onely with a deſireto tþ, | 


/ 
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Ul: die thy ſelf. 1. Do it with his 


If conſent and leave. 2. Acknow- , 


LI ledge thou owelt a duty ro him 
as to thy, Superiour in the 
things that belong to thy 
Soul, 1. Thel. 5. 11. 3- Thou 
art bound to (eek his comfort, 
and to give him all good en- 
couragement, that he may do 
his work with joy and cheerfu!s 
| neſs, Heb. 13. 17. Hilderſhams 
upon the 4th. of Fohy. 

2. The Second Cale is touch- 
Jl ng ſuch of you as could and did 
EI ommunicate with #s in 0ur Pariſh 
uSorſhip, before the liberty granted 
 Ufy the late Declaration: And is, 
trhether they can have any tolera- 
eli8le Reaſon (except their Judge- 
thkents be ſince changed) to ſepe- 


ute now. That they cannot, I' 


ope I have made to appear ſuf- 
Wikciently in other parts z but if 
Sy Reaſons may not be thought 
« E 2 WOr- 
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P. 76, 


© own work. As I conſtantly: 
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worthy your Conſideration z yet, 
m-thinks tis not inconfiderable, ſj - 
that there are but mwoPerſons that] 
have ſer themſelves to a»ſwerf 
me ; and they have both of chem, 
yielded in this point, Though, 
they ſeem to be a little tos exf , 
ceptious in lefſcr matters, ; 
The Authoy of the Book cal- : 
Ied Sacr:legions deſertion of the hu , 
c 

C 

( 

Cc 

c 

c 


ly Miniſtry rebuked, 8c. deliver 
eth himtelf in the Caſe ful] 
ro our purpoſe in theſe words 

* As far as I can promiſe 
faith he, we will judge of you 
© no worſe then we have done, no 
*deny any Communion + wit 
© yon which we have uſed, an 
© can uſe, without negle@ing ou 


© Joyn in my Pariſh Churchin Li} 
* turgy and Sac: aments, {o T hoy , 
© ro do while I live, (if I live un 
* der as honeſt a Miniſter) at d 

© times, T hi 


and ſ2on-Co:fozmilts. 
The Author of the ſhort Re. 
fletions upon Toleration not tobe P.3 
abuſed, is my other publick Ad? 
verſarys let us hear him alfo, 
© Who arethey, ſaich he, who 
© ſeparate from them where 
*they can have Commune? With 
* them, Idonot know. ( I wiſh 
© we could fay (o too.) Presbyte- 


I rians I b<lieve will nor ſcruple 
©ro hear all Miniſters amone(t 


O 
© chem to Preach (as they have 


© occalion) nor pothbly ſome- 
*to hear them rcad. COMMON 
*PRAYER, but will be ready 
©rogo with him as far as they 
"Can, 

And thus alſo you have zhezr 
opinion as to the laſt Caſe, viz. 
Whether ſuch as ſay they cannet 
in Co: ſcience joyn with us in all 
things, have any ground to leave 
us in thoſe parts of worſhip wherein 


_ Ieycan ® You have heard both 


E 3 theſe 
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theſe Authors, when they pur-J/: 
poſcly ſer themſelves to ſpeak toſ/0 


theſe very points, to intimate 
theirConfeſſion for the Negative, 
Upon this ve:y ground Ames 
ſeems to afhrm, there may bet 
no total Separation from a tru: 
Church, but onely part:al, 
quatenus Communio non poteſt abſq, 
peccato exerceri, fo faras we may 
not communicate without fin, 

What man can think it reaſo- 
nable, that (ſuch as live within 
the bounds of. any true particular 
Church, ſhould for ſome offence: 
renounce all Communion With it * 
or, as I ſaid at firſt, divide and ſe 
parate more then needs ? When 
once you can weigh the evil ol 
diviſion, and vaiue Peace in the 
Church, and #nio» amongſt Bre: 
thren truly as you ought; you wil 
be thenof the ſame mind with 
With us, O let no prejudice 0 


p.r 


IT 


$ 
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ur. $p4r1:al reſpect of things or per- 
 toff ſos, any longer captivate your 
are minds in Errour,leading to a pra- 


Ve, 


ice lo dangerous in its conſe- 
quence as I have ſhewn,, and fo 
unreaſonable in its Principles, as 


your ſtoutelt Friends, in the 


Field of controverfie would 
not dare todefend, Yea, whoſe 


fvery Prefefſions and perſonal 


Pradtices are for the contrary, 


4 and would teach you better. 


My f-ft Anſwerer hath many 
other very good Dire&#;ons both 
to you and your Teacrers , for 
which Ithank him , and which 
I earneſtly defire you to conſider 
and foll;w, 
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BP — 


c 


Remarques upon the late R-- 
fleSiions on Toleration not 


to be abuſed, 


7 Hele ſhore ReflefFions might 
have been much ſhorter, and 
none of the Authors Reaſon been 
loſt : Someof them might have 
been ſpared, for that they reflec? 
upon the Author himſelf, wiz. 
ſuch as theſe : Bleſsed God | when 
will the luſt of implacab!c men be ſa- 
tisfied upon their Brethren | p. 5. 
the Amthor ſeems to be ingredibly 
ſerious, p, 6. Doth it not ſeem ridi- 
culcus to jeu? p. 22. Ti both ma- 
,* \ litious and nonſenſical imputation. 
| P. 22. They may it ſeems toleratc 

. any thing, but his Majeſty may not, 


PS'$ ” 
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P. 25. 4s 10 the frar of Popery, I 
wiſh he and his Fr.ends were in ear-, 
neſt, p. 27. *Tis well known moſt 
of the Cenformiſts are Arminians, 
P. 28. If he had favour d me with 
his Notion of a true particalar 
Church, &c. but this was not for 
Iatereſt, p. 29 

Theſe, and ſuch kind of Re- 
ficdioxs, leem not to be worthy 
of a pure lizht, that ſo lately 
came out ot great darkneſs and 
tribulation, as he every where 
complains :. But th: kind of Re- 
fletions Ihave no mind to an- 
ſwer. 

I have indeed made reply to af 
the other parcs of his Book: 
But, upon Second thoughts have 
yet reſolved to puvlith onely fo 
much of it, as concerns the Ar- 
eument, ſo far as it is New; and 
not ſo ſully conſidered as, per- - 
haps, might be dcfirec, in my 
Reply 
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Reply co my other Anſwerer. 

The very 2veſtion almoſt in 
his own words 13 this : Whether 
it be not a ſinful Separation, and 
contrary to the Principies of the 
late Presbyterians, to gather thems- 
{elves into © Congregations diſtin 
and ſeparate f,om the parochial Aſ- 
ſemblies, under preſent Circamſtan- 
ces, ThuslI affhcm, and he deni- 
erh. 

The Sum of that which he 
offereth againlt ir, is reduceabl- 
to theſe two Propoſitions: 1, We 
hold the Church of Rome to be a 
true Church,and yet Separate from 
it» 2. Our Parochial are not 
true Churches cr at leaſt they are 
ſo faulty, as they may lawfully 
be ſeparated from, 

- The fr of theſe is much 
inſiſted on by my other Adverſa- 
ry, to whom TI have anſwered in 
another place: we find it rwice, 
al 


Wc  .i.i 
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at leaſt in theſe Refletions, p. 17. 
by the lame Weapon, faith he, 
by which eur Brerhren ceferd their 
Separation from Rome, we defend 
our Seceſſion in ſome Ordir aces 
from them, But how you hal! 
defend your Seceſhon iz all Ord;- 
naxces would alto be confilcred. 
But more briskly to the ſame 
purpoſe, p. 23, he queries thus; 
Have not our Brethren Separated 
from the Church of Romey 
Jet many of them do own the Church 
of Rome as 4 true Church ? When 
they have reconciled themſelves to 
to theſe aſſertions of their own, they 
willbe able to ſee what anſwer we 
may give them alſo. If they may ſe- 
parate from a Church which they 
own as true, then ſurely we may ds 
ſo 100. ' 

But hereunto I anſwer. 

1, When I affirmed that it was 
unlawful to gather a Church c:t of 4 
true 


Load 


/ 
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trus Church (which was the 


ground of his Refledt;on,) I did 
"perſonate and (ſpake the propoſitia: 
of whe late Presbyterians. An 
you donot ſay, the Presbytert- 
ans hold the Church of Rome ty 
be a rrue Church : So that as to 
them, the Argument may be 
ſill valid enough. And choſe of 
us, that you ſay hold the Church 
of Rome to be a true Church, 
may have, and indeed have, 0- 
ther Arguments to condemn your 
Sparation. 

2. You know that was a cur- 
rent Argument of the /ate Pres- 
byterians againlt the J1xdepen- 
dents andTI uſcd it as theirs : 
And if it be inconſequent, charge 
them with bad Logick, and ſay 
they were miſtaken, not I. 

3-'Tis molt certain, this is no 
good Logidk with the oldPresbyt:- 
rians: We may ſeparatefrom the 


Church 
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Church cf Kome, therefore from 


the Church of E, gland. And when, 
they urge their Adverſaries with 
the wrnlawfulneſs of gathering 
Churches out of true Churches, 
they ſuppoſed they ſpake to Per- 
ſons that underſtood what 7rze 
Churches they meant, viz. Our 
Parochial Congregations, And 
that out of ſach true Churches 
as ours are, where we have the 
Word and Sacraments truly diſpen- 
ſed, and we may communicate 
without ſin, 'it is not lawful tv 
ſeparate and gather Churches. 
4+ Ic is not enongh for you to 
ſay our Communion is ſo corrupt, 
as you cannot communicate 1n 
itz we prove that the, Commu- 
nion of the Roman Church is ſuch. 
Upon this ground the Brownrffs, 
the Quaker, the vileſt Separatiſt 
and Heretick isarmed z and may 
as well ſay , you ſeparate from 
Rome, that you take to be a true 
Church; 
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Church, therefore we may ſe- 
parate from you, whether ye be 
To or nor, 

5. For the Fathers of the 
Church of Eng/and, many of them 
do indeed hold the Church of 
Rome to be vere a Cliurch of 
Chriſt, yet generally they 
ſay ſhe is not vera Eccleſia.: ſhe 
is truly a Church as to the Eſ- 
ſence,but not morally a traeChurch, 
having ncither the Word truly 
Preached , nor the S$itraments 
rightly adminiſtred in it which 


Calvin makes Eflential to a true* 
Church, 1 darc undertake to' 


make it evident, when he ſhall 
wouchſafe to' ndme thoſe principal 
Fathers, whom now he is for- 
footh unwilizz to name; (for 

what Reaſon 1 know nor) I dare 
' undertake, I ſay, to make it &- 
vident,that they meant no other 
thing, though they may uh 
[ne 
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the Ziberty of thiir own words, 

6, The ſum is, the Presbyte- 
rians hold the Church of Rome® 
to be a falſe Church, and ſay, 
you may not gather a Church 
out of a true Church, The Epj- 
ſcopal Divines ſay, that the 
Church of Rome is truely a 
Church, but novr zrwe as a Church 
ſhould be , bur falſe and corrupt 
both in her DodFrine and Worſpip , 
ſo as none can lawfully joyn with 
her : And yet the Church of Zxg- 
land, is both truly a Church and a 
a true Church, where the Word of 
God stuly Fas ht,whoſeDofrine the 
very Non- Confarmifs approve of, & 
in whoſe worſhip, many of them 
ſay, we may joyn without ſin; 
where the Sacraments are alſo 
richtly adminiſtred: And there- 
fore, without all further contro- 
verſie they may hold that it is 


lavfal to ſeparate from the 
/ ſep Church 
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_ ſeparate ſrom the Church of 


Idvice to the Conformilts 
Church of Rome, but ſinful to 


"England , and yer not be ab'e to 
ſee what Axſwer you may give 
them. 

7, Belles, /aſtly, you may ea- 
fily know, that our eminent Fa- 
thers ſay ; that, if we are m 
Schiſm from Reme, the Fapiſts 
themſelves were guiity of it in 
Henry the $th, yea, that we did 
not, do not ſeparate from the 
Church of Rome, for we really 
were.nevcr of that Church : Weſſo 
never did owe any Communion tou 
to that Church : That, under the 
encouragement of own Govern: {ſt 
ment, and by the authority 
thereof, we onely reformed our 
ſelves, without ſeparating from 
Rome, or any other Church. 
And if ſo. as in truth it 15, much 
good may your Conſequence dof 
you, 


"8, But 


ayd Nen-Confozmitſts. 


$. But he alſo intimates a Refle- 


net indeed ſpeak out z; bur he 
ſpeaks as if our Parcchial Aſ- 
ſerblies, were cither no ue 
Churches, or ſuch as we may law- 
fully Separate from. Hear him p. 
15.where he firſt co. cedes fairly, We 
do believe, ſaith he, that from a 
Church, a n«mber of Chriſtians that 
have conſented to'a Paſtcr that 
able and faithful, and regularly ad- 
miniſters the Ordinances of Chriſt, 
ſo as 4 People may communicate 
without ſin ; and preſſine forward 
towards perfetFion in order, Chri- 
Figs may net (eparate without 


HY 
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bn. 

And this is that indeed, ſaith 
he, which ſome Presbyterians re- 
fetFed upon onr Brethren of the 


ch [Congregational way for : And 


do 


ut 


theſe were thoſe Parechial Churches, 
phich they contended for as true 
harches, F And 


ion upon chr Churches : He doth 


"> 
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And now the bottom is our, 

=an{ his F;llicy is apparent in his 
foiſting (1 would uſe an eaſter 
wordif Icould) his foiſting in 

n:w and ſtrange matter into the 
nature of a true Church; ard then 

| fathering it upon the Presbyte- 
rians” when 'tis purely 1nde- 
pendent, Browniſtical, or his own, 
For, if there be any conſe-ſis 

quence in wiat he hath ſaid 

tis this: A Church where theſy 
Paſtor is duly qualified fr 

and the People conſent ro him;IR 

and both preſs forward towardym; 
periection in order ; you maya « 

not ſeparate from: But if chqy:; 
Paſtor be not in all points wels/, 
qualifizd,or if the People do noÞy7 
_approve of him, or if they donog. 
preſs forward towards perfetifhe 

. 03.1N order, one may ſepardihpa; 
from ſuch a Church, and the lah, 
Presbyterians (aid nothing to th\þþ, 
contrary, 


and Non-Confozmnitts. 

Bur, ſuppoſe the Paſtor be 
faulty in ſome particulars of his 
hfe, if he regularly adminiſters 
afin his office z or ſuppoſe, he be 
eJa good man, and a diligent AMj- 
DJ »/ter;- and beſet over a People 
e-fby the Zaws off our own 
e-fChurch, bur tHe Peeple do 
n.ynot like him z will you ſay, this 
ſe-flis no true Church tor theſe Rea- 
dflſens ? If you are a Presbyterian, 
hefyou dare not, May one ſeparate 
dffroin ſuch a Church for theſe 
n;[Reaſons? or for theſe Reaſons 
difmay you berake your elf to 
aj Church of another Conſtitution? 
hewas ever this the opinion of the 
eltold Non-Conformiſts or late Pres- 
noÞyterians? Say it not for ſhame. 
nod Bur the weight is. behind, in 
ihe laſt conditiow * Preſſing for- 
ralhuard towards Perfedtion in order. 
lat Theſe were the Parochial Churches, 
thiphere this excellency ' was found; 
B F 2 which 


ip 
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 _whichthe late Presbyterians C0n- 
ended for as true Churches. Thus 
he would draw his Presbyterian 
Brethren to own that which is 
contrary to their expreſs ſenſe. 
and words; for they did ex pro- 
feſſo diſpute, that order and diſci- 
pline was nat eflential toa true 
Church, and onely for the want 
of it none might ſeparate, 

In earneſt : Suppoſe a Church 
thinks her Order, as to the Go- 
Vernment, is as perfect as ſhe can, 
or need to. have it : And ſhe 
defires that the Execution were 
better, but cannot have it ſo, 
Yea,ſuppoſe aChurch too careleſs 
in this matter, whether it be 
well or no z will you, or, 4- 
ny Presbyterian (ay, it is there-f| 
fare no true. Church, or we may ft 
therefore ſeparate from itf' Was| © 
nor this the Caſe of the Church 
of Corixth ? Doth the Api 


and Non-Confotmiſts. 
adviſe or allow any Separation in 
this caſe ?® Though their Do- 
arine allo was more corrupt 
then Arminianiſm that ſo much 
offends you , and their Ccm- 
munion debauched even with 1x- 
temperance and Luxury, 

Befides, whatever unjuſt and 
unconſcionable clamours we 
labour unJer, we are ready to 
maintain, that our Miniſters, ge- 
nerally, ate of holy ard unblame- 
able Zives, and do faithfully, 
and regularly adminiſter both 
the Word and Sacraments, and 
that our People generally do , of 
very lately did, ſubmit to their 
Parochial Miniſters,and really own 
them as rheir Gnides, by their 
attendance upon the worſhip of 
God in our Temples; and thole 
few that did not, 1 hope I have 
ſufficiently proved that they ought 
to have done it. 

F 3 And 
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And now I ſhall ventare to 
appeal to the Conſcience of my Re- 

efter himſelf, whether ſo gene- 
ral and total a defetion and' de- 
ceſſion from a true Church (as 
he ſeemerh to acknowledge ſome 
of ours to be z and if any, fure 
they are ſuch as they ſeparate 
from) would have been judged 
other then Schiſmatical by the A- 
poſtles themſelves, or by the 
Fathers, or by the reformed 
Churches beyond Sea, or by our 
own ancient Non-Conformiſts, if 
no other Reaſon cou'd be alledg- 
ed for it, but what he hath here 
urge! 2? As for the late Presbyte- 
r:4ns, indeed it is the very queſti- 
870, what - they. thought of this 
point; and whetherit be lawful, 
in th:ir Fudement for ſuch Rea- 


ſexs as he hath brought us, to ſe- 


parat?, and to gather our People 
zgato new Churches, will better ap- 
| pear 


and Non-Confotmifts. 


pear from their ewn words, for 
they can yet ſpeak for themſelves, 
and you will find they do it fully 
in the following Dzalogue, 
putting A SubjeFon 1» all the Or - 
dinances of the Goſp:l to the Loyd 
Jeſus Chriſt] into the definition of 
the Church , I cannat certainly 
divine z but if it ſignifie any 
thing more then the received De- 
nitions of a trae Church, it ſig- 


nifies nothing but 'an Engize of 
Diviſions. The Presbyterians per- 
haps will have it in, to ſerve 
his Ruling Elder : The Indepen- 
ent, to Keep out all Forein 
wriſdiction, and keep himſelf 
xempt from all power with- 


hus it becomes an 1»frument fit- 
F 4 ted 


What the RefledFion means by ?. 14. 
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ted for the mutudl damning one 4- 
nother, 

S Whereas, if the difinition of 
Calvin and reformed Divines 
keep its althority (viz, that 
where the Ward of God is truly 
preach'd, and the Sacraments right- 
ly adminiſtred, there is a trut 
Church) Mr. Baxter hath room 
enough for his large Charity, to 
think they are 4// true Churches, 
though Schiſmatical : Thar is, 
though they are made up of 
Sheep gone aſtray from their proper 
Folas; to whichthey yet owe theme 
ſelves, and ought to return, 
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were given in to the Committy of Lords and 
Commons, and Aﬀembly of Divines, 
with the Commiſſioners of Scotland 
for Acommodation 1644. Print- 
cd in 1648. 
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Printed for 7ames Collins, at the Kings Arms 
in Luagate-ftreet, 1673. 


TO THE 


Reader. 


Good Reader, 
P#rke: thou mayeſt cenſure me 


teo 1evere with my. Anſwerers, 
in exppoſing this 01d difference to 4 
publick review : but why then did 
they give me fo = an. advan- 
tage, and provoke me to take it in 
y own Ecſeaſs * Why did they 
Scandalize the World, and many 


on : For what Toleration, as to 
our 


To the Reader. 


our purpoſe, could they, that 
were ones be t ought te 
\zndu{ge, who ſo ſtifly refuſed to ar 
low Cir 2 dent. Bre- 
thrin; par iularly 1 it MWevery Point 
of gathering Churches, 

In this following Dialogue you 
Maeve Bae cd Hignile on exrher 
hes tak nanny -Oyer again 
their own. Sen e, in? Reaſon, and 
words throughout, almoſt verba- 
um, A5 they were given inby them - 
(elves. ip the papa ron of the 


» 
% \\ 


xt "way. a, foro ufjon \Tou 
met 


Presbyrerians were carne; for an 
E abli ment with Ugi iformity, 
and td declare that. Ge, Members 
ef. particular Congregations do 
cohabit and live together , 
with- 


Fo.the Reader. +5 > < 
within certain bounds and Pre- 
tins of 4a Pariſh, p. 6. -n. 9. 

The Independents, net well ſa” 
tisfied , moved for an Indul- 
gence, aud the Dialague may be 
ſuppoſed to begin thus. : <! {* 
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hk A 
DIALOGUE 
\ ._._ -,, Betwixt the 
INDEPENDENT 
AND 
PRESBYTERIAN, 


Taken out of 


Papers given to the Committee of 


Lords and Commons, and Aſem- 
bly of Divines , with the Com- 
miſhoners of Scotland for Accomo- 
dations, 1644. Printed, 1648. 


Indep. E are not againſt 
your Rule, and 
the eſtabliſh- 


ment you deſire; 
onely we cannot in Conſcionce be 
ſo confined : And therefore we 
deſire liberty ro worſhip God in 
our own way 6y onr ſelves. 
Pres b, 


and Non-Confotmitfs. 9 
Presb. We are not altogether 
againſt an Indulgence z but we, 
would have none allowed the 
benefit of it, but ſuch as agree 
with us as to the ſubſtance of 
their Faith and Worſbip. 

Indep. Therefore you cannot 
deny it to #4,who thus agree with 
you. | 

Presb. 1. But your deſire 
plainly holds out a total ſepara- 
ton; As if our Churches were 
not to be communicated with 
in any thing which ſhould argue 
Church-Communion : and more 
could not be ſaid or done againſt 
falſe Churches, 

2. It alſo plainly holds out the 
lawfulneſs of gathering Churches 
out of true Churches , yea (they 
add, by way of aggravation the 
cauſe of our RefleFers miſtake) 
ſuch true Churches as endeavour 


further to reform : Wherof we 
arc 


24, Advice tothe Confomuilts 
are-aſlyrzd, there is not the leaſt 
hint of an Example in the Word of 
'God. 

3- This {zberty would pull down 
what the Parliament would (et up, 
and would give you a greater pri- 
vviledge then we enjoy, who are 
under the Rule of eſtabliſhment, 
4 This would give counte- 
nance to.a perpetyel Schiſms. and 
Diviſion, in the Church ; till 
drawing away from the Church- 
es under the Rule, &c, and in- 
troduce all manner of confuſton 
in Fam;ljes, where the Members 
are of ſeveral Churches, 

Indep. What liberty. then are 
you.contented to allow us, that 
differ from you almoſt in no- 
thing but matters of Govern- 
anent. 

Pre;b, None may be allowed, 
upon diftcrences, onely. in matter 
of Government, to withdraw Com- 
munion 
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munion from us in things 
wherein they declare an agree- 
ment, — There may be no ſuch in 
dulgencegranted to any, as may 
conſtitute them in diffin& Congre- 
gations, as to theſe parts of worſhip 
where they can joywin Com- 
munion with us, Onely ſome 
expedient may be found to bear 
with them in the particulars 
wherein they cannot agree with 
us, 
Indep. What expedient ? 
Presb. Such as through ſcen- 
ple or error of Conſcience cannot 
joyn to partaxe of the LZoyds 
Supper, ſhall repair to the Aini- 
fer and Elders for ſatisfaction in 
their Scruples, which if they can» 
not receive, they ſhall nor be 
compelled to communicate. Pro- 
vided that in all other parts of 
worſhip they joyn with the Con- 
pregation, in which they live, 
G and 
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and ve uader the Government 
gf that Congregation. So far 
yu have in p. 18, 19, 20, &Cc. 
Indep. If this be all,we muſt be 
p'ain withyoaus We can't joyn 
with you without ſin: We would 
not li ve without Ordinances : And 
for the enjoyment of them, for 
' for our ed fi.ation, we would 
joyn in 40:her Congregation, 
Y-t ſo as not condemning thoſe 
Churches we joyn not with, as 
falſe; but ſtill preſerving all y 
Chriftian Communion with theſ; 
Saints of the ſame body of thef} 
Church Catholick, an4 joyn with, 
them in all duties of worſhip,|,, 
that belong to particular, 
Churches, ſo far as we are able: If 
this be called Schiſme, or the, 
countenance of Schiſm, it 
more than we have yet learned 


Pp. 36, 


NC 


h; 
1. 
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Is not this a very fair Plea? It 
Was once Independency. And tit 
Presbyterians then anſwird to it 
in tvery particular, 

F Trdep, We cannot without ſin 

tous, enjoy all the Ordinances 
of Chriſt, and partake of all 
duties of worſhip as Members of 
that Congregation where our 
* {aveling &: And what would you 
Me have us do ? 

Presb, If you cannot in all, 
yet partake in ,s 74ny duties 
and ordinances as you can : And 
let the Indulgence onely ſupply 
that; wherein you cannot; and 
not exempt you univerſally in 
that wherein you cas. 

But we defire you would ſpeak 
freely and candidly : Can you 
joy 4ny one Ordinance in our 
ongregation as Members * We 
hould be glad to hear from you, 

hat you can be Members of that 
1 G 2 Con- 
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Congregation where your dwel- 
Ivyg is p. 70, 

Indep. But you know we can- 
not live without Ordinances for 
our edification : Therefore for 
our ſpiritual good, we may law- 
fully joyn in axorher Congrega- 
tion. 

Presb, 1. This will not follow 
upon your own Coxceſſion : For 
you confeſs you can occaſtonall 
joyn with us without fin;and why 
not corſtantly 2 

2. Your Conſcience may erre: 
And the Church is no way bound 
to indulge a liberty then, eſpeci- 
ally to the evident 4;ſturbance of 
her own peace. 

3- Whatever indulgence is 
granted, let this be the boundary 


of it, which is given by our Bref ; 


thren themſelves, viz, that ſuch 
as give no Teſtimony of thei 
Godlineſs and Peaceableneſs; ſuch a: 

have 
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have not uſed all means in faith- 
fulneſs ro k1ow the mind of 
Chriſt 5 ſuch as do conderyn 
thoſe Churches which they joyn 
'© | not with, as falſe; as do not pre- 
| ſerve all Chriſtian Communion with 
the Saints, nor j.yn with them 
- | in all duties of worſhip ſo far as 
they are able, ſhall not have the 
WJ benefic of this indulgence. 
yo And to the end that theſe 
I] words [fo far as they are able] 
dy may not ſtand for a meer Cypher, 
and ſignifie nothing ; Jer each 
©:] manparticularly declare in what 
ndf ordinances he is able to joyn : 
11 that ſo all total Separation may 
off be prevented, p. 70. 

Tndep. Though we ſhall not joyn 
with, we will not condemn your 
Churches as falſe: And this no 
J rigid or (11 p. 71. 

Presb. The condemning our 
Churches as falfe, doth little exte- 
G 3 nuate 
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wuate the Separation : For di- 
vers of the Browniſts who have 
tazally ſeparated in former times, 
have not condemned theſe 
Churches as falſe. 

Though you do not pronounce 
an 4fferwative judgement againſt 
us ; your very ſeparating iS a ts- 
cit and praQtical condemning of 
- our Churches , if not as falſe, 
yet as impure ; eouſque as that in 
ſuch Admiſtrations they cannot 
be by you, as Members commu- 
nicated with, without fn. 

Indep. However though we 
cannot communicate with you as 
Members of your particular Con- 
gregations, yet we will preſerve 
all Chriſtian Communion with you 
as Saints and Members of the 
Catholick Church. 

Presb.This is as full a declining 
Communion with us as Churches, 
asif we were falſe Churchies, p. 
72, Indep. 


9 


and ſ2on-Confozmiſts. 
Indep. If this be called Schiſms, 
or the countenance of Schiſm, ir 
is more then we have yet learn 
ed, either from the Scripture & 
any approved Author, p. 73. 

Presb, It gives manifeſt coun- 
renance to perperual Sch ſm:, (hould 
this be allowed you, Not that 
we think differences in Zudoment 
in this or that point to be $chiſm, 
or that every 1nconform.ty unto 
every thing is Schiſmz, ſo as Com- 
munion be preſerved : Or that 
Separation from 7dolotro Com- 
munion ex ſe unlawtul is Schiſme ; 
but 

1. We find that you deſire not 
onely that you may be free from 
communicating as Members in 
thoſe Pariſhes where you dwell, 
bur alſo that you may have b-r 
y to have Congregations of ſuch 
perſons, who out of tenderneſs 
of Conſtience cannot communi- 
G 4 Cate 
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cate with us, but do voluntarily] 
offer themſelves to joyn in. ſepa- 
ate Congregations of another 
Communion. Which Seceſhon 
of our Members from us is a ma- 
nifeſt rupture of our Societies in- 
to other , and is therefore a 
Schiſm in the body. 

And if the Apoſtle doth call thoſe 
Diviſons of the Church, wherein 
Chriſtians did not ſeparate into 
diverſe formed Congregations of 
ſeveral Communions in the Sa- 
crament, Sch;ſms, much more 
may ſuch Separations as you de- 
firs be (o called, 

2- We findit nor. alleaged as 

a Cauſe cf your Separa tion, ei- 
ther that our Churches are falſe, 
or our Communion ex fe unlaw- 
ful z butonely Scraple of Con- 
ſcience, that you cannot without 
fin as to you, partake in all du- 
ties and enjoy all ordinances , 
which 
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Which is nd Cauſe of ſeparating z 


ncr doth it'take off. Cpuſleſs Sepa- 
ration from being S2hiſm , whi 
may ariſe from errours of —_— 
ence, as wel aScarnal and cor- 
rupt Reaſons. 

Therefore we, conceive the 
Cauſes of Separition muſt be 
ſhewn to be ſuch, as ex Naturs 
rei will beir it out ; which hath 
not yer been done, nor we think 
can be. ; 

' 3. And now we deſire you to 
ſhew out of Scripture and approv- 
ed Authors, what you have learn- 
ed concerning Schiſm: For the 
breaking off Members from 
their Churches which are /aw- 
fully conſtituted Churches : and 
from Communion in Ocdinances 
diſpenfed according to Gods word, 
without j#ff and ſufficient Cauſe 
ex naturarei to juſtifie ſuch Se- 
ceflion, and to joyh in other Con- 
eregations 
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gregations of ſeparate Communi- 
on; either . becauſe of Canſleſs 
Scruple of cheir own Conſcience, 
oF becauſe of perſongl failings 
inthe Officers or Members of the 
Congregatian from which they 
ſeparate , hath been accounted 


Schiſm, and the ſetting up Alta- 
re canira Altae. 4 


And concurrently do approved 
Authors ſay, and we likewiſe” 
conceive, that it is the _ of 
the Separation which gives both 
name and thing to Sch;ſm, For if 
the cauſe be #nju/# or inſufficient, 
according to the Rule of the 
Word of God , let our Brethren 
tell us what ſuch Separation is. 

It is our :arneſt defire and 
Prayer, that our Brethren might 
enjoy the Or.iinances witl>the 
Peace of their Conſciences and of 
the Church aiſo: or thatishey 
would rather deny A” 
ener 
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41d Now-Confowilts. 
their ful liberty in every poinr, 
then redeem it at theiprice of ſo 
much danger and diſquiet to the, 
Churches of God, p. 74,.5,67 


7” IO; 
Hndep. The Minifters of the 
Pariſh Churches are-not ſuch as 


we can comfortably joy with, 


gad fit down under, 
Presb. We:do not believe that 
»y mean that onely ſuch ſhould 
allowed to gather into your 
Congregations, who live under 
dad and »nprofitable Miniſters , 
though that be the onely medium 
there uſed againſt our Reaſon. 


Where the Miniſtry is without p 24, 85, 


juſt exception, we refer it to 
your own Coxſcinces, and to the 
practiſe of your Congregations, to 
ſay, how fic it isthat the Mem- 
bers ſhould ordinarily, much leſs 
conſtantly, ſeekthe Ordinances 


elſe @. * ">, 
whes og 
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We long to know. what Re- 
formacion of our Pariſhes will (a- 
Tisfie your Conſciences; or how 
this Kingdom may be made the 
Kingdom of the Loyd andof his 
Chriſt, better then by dividing 
it into ſeveral parts by the 
bounds of their dwellings : that 
all who give up their Names to 
Chriſt, may be 1a»vght and go- 
verned, and have all the Ordi- 
nances adminiſtre4 among them 
ſuitable to their Conditions, p, 
102; 

Indep. But it ſeems you would 
have us for ever to | want the 


Lords Supper, which is not to be 


endured, p. 102. 
Presb. 1, Why may not ſome 
expedient ſatisfie you in 'this, to 
prevent (o great an evi) as Separs- 

tion, 3 
2. We may not doevil' Jar any 
good end, If a man fhotil4 be 
| brought 


ws a G@Qw=m—_ Ot W9tf us Am %_ aus anads 


and Non-Confomilts. 
brought ro ſuch a Streight as 


that, either he muſt want the 
Lords Supper, -or ſeparate f romthe 
Congregation whereof he is a 
Member, he-may here want the 
Ordinance (during this! Errour of 
his Conſcience) with leſs danger, 
than to purchaſe it by a ſinful (e- 
paration.: 
3+ This isa ſtrange and dan- 
gerous way of arguing, which 
may. open a gap to as maiiy Divi- 
ſons and Subdiviſions in the 
Churchas the Errours are, un- 
to which the minds 'of men are 
ſubje&. And if this be allow'd, 
we defire you to conſider how 
long, not ozr Churches onely, 
but your. own, Of ary other 
Churches.in the World, ſhall 
be free from #ncurable unquiet- 
neſs, ; 
_"Tu4ep.It muſt bea prejudice to the 
Church we are in, if we ſeparate 
: from 
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from her in the Lords Supper: And 
yetyou would have ns live under 
their Government whom we 
prejudice , which ſeems unrea- 
ſonable to Us, p. 104- 

Presb. If your Errours cauſe 
prejudice agtnſ you, is It un- 
reaſonable for you to be undet 


. the Government of that Church 


which is prejudiced | by you ? 
may you with good reaſon Scan- 
dalize the Church by Separation, 
and the Chutch have no reaſon 
to govern you z then prejudicat- 
ing or ſcandalizing Errours are 
a Superſedeas to aff Government ? 
We dv not then wonder that Er- 
rours and perverfe opinions ſo 
much «boxrds it may be; they 
are all bur the anediuems to liberty, 
and exemptions from Govern- 
ment. © | | 
Indep. Bat living in a Pariſh, 
doth not make us Members of the 
Church. Presb, 


m4 Toa &h © = 'vtv HM 
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and Non-Confoiniits. 10g/ 
nal Presb. We grant it, a man 
muſt in order of Nature firſt be 
a Member of the Church viſibly 
[and then living in a ParY,”and 
making profefion of Chriſtianity, 
{| he may claim admiſſion into the 
Society of Chriſtians within 
+ | fhoſe bounds, and enjoy the Or- 
-þ | finances which are there diſ- 
3 | penſed, 

Indep. Where is your Chriſtian 
Charity ? We would edifie our 
ſelves the beſt we can; and 
though we differ but in very 
ſmall matters, you will not ſuffer 
; | us. 

_ Presb, Can you not be edificd 
without Scandalizing the Church 
| of God ? we leave to all meg 
4 to jadge- whoſe Charity is great- 
Jeſt, theirs who labour to pre- 
ſerve «0p, or theirs who reſolve 
; | to ſeparate and break it? We 
think Charity binds Chriſtians co —_— 
prevent 


Idvice to the Confoxmiſts 
prevent all «»j»f and needleſs 
Separation. We wonder at 
Four Charity, that coming ſo 
neTf*S"in Doctrine and worſhip, 
nothing ſhould content you but a 
Separation. p.105, 106, | 

Indep. We cannot in Conſci- 
ence ſer down, where we cannot 
enjoy all the Ordinances, p. 122- 

Presb, i. Have you all the Ordi- 
nances in your own Churches ? 

2. Do yon not hold ruling El- 
4 ersto be an Ordinance ? have 
you theſe « Or be your Churches 
without ſome one ordinance; 
and not ours ? 

3. To determine Controverſies 
of Faith,8& caſes of conſcience ju- 
aicially, is an Ordinance: If: you 
muſt be of no Church but where 
that is exerciſed, and the liberty 
of opinions reſtrained , your 
Churches would be ſoon deſttoy- 
ed: And you would find it, 
| we 


4 
ur 


and Non-Confommiſts. 
we believe difficulc to, gather 
more. 

Indep. This would prove t}& 
beſt means of YUniformiffind 
Conjunction, to allow us diſtinct 


| Churches according to our own 


Principles. 

Presb, This is a Riddle ; we 
wonder how disjun&ion can be 
the only way of Conjundt;or , 
and Multifermity of Uniformity , 
and Separation of Communion, and 
different Principles and PraGti- 
ſes of Conformity, 

What Churches under Hea- 
en may we not hold Conjun- 
ion, Uniformity, and Com- 
unicn with, upon ſuch terms ? 
« I'23: 

Tadep But tender Conſciences 
ught co be relieved. ; 
Presb, We defire to know 


y- FFhether every Perſons bare 
eadging tenderneſs of Conſci- 
H ence; 


1 


f- 
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ence, (hail be ſufficient ro war- 
= his deſerting our Congrega-F 
ons, Þ. 49, 

wal b much doubt, wherh&ÞF 
ſach tenderneſs as ariſeth our off 
an OP nion,oui poteſt ſubeſſe falſum 
when the Conſcience 1s fo ten 
der, that it may alſo be an erringp/ 
Conſcience, can be a ſufficient 
oround to juſtifie ſach material" 
Separation, as our Brethren" 
plead for, For though ir mayf" 
bind to forbear or ſuſpend tht 
Ad of Communion in that parys 
ticular , wherein men conceivgo! 
they cannot hold Communion 
withonr ſing yer, it doth no! 
bind ro follow ſuch a [poſitin{®! 
preſcript, as poſſibly may be- diÞþh 
verſe from the {and Cobanſgat 
"of God : Of which kind whh 
conceive this of gathtrint fepurd | 
ted Churghes out of other troÞ"e 
Churches to be one, p. 53; er 
Ini 


| and Non-Confoimifts, 
- | dep. Incaſe the Lords Supper 
z-Þe aor adminiſtred in pry, a 


emoval 15 allowed ord:narily :4 


& Now we would only gathwaerdr 
offielves into other Chutiches, for 
yp orer enjoyment, aSt2 our Con- 
re (crencis, of all vrdinances, p. 50; 
ney \* 
nil Presch, We conceive, the 
around of your Separation from 
renſne Church and gathering 0. 
rayjners, tothis end, that you may 
he preſerved from fiuning 
arhgainſt your Conſcievces 5 and 
ivqor the purer enjoyment of Or- 
joffinances, may to men of othet 
Judgments be a ground ro crave 
2;foleration for ſeparating from 
-diÞhurches -which are pure, and 
nſgathering i#5pure and corrupt 
hurches ouc of them, p, 50. * 
ard It was never the meaning of 
cede Aſſemblies to leave the Judg- 
PÞent of pure or impure 0rdi- 
H 2 nances 


f 
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aPerſon : But before any leav 
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nancesto this Caic, unto the a- 
lone diſcretion of a particular 


(new Parochial Congregation 
ordinarily he ought to declarg 
the Cauſe of his grievance, thay 
if it may be his removal may” 
be prevented : Except he thin ( 
fir to change his dwelling 5 iP 
which Caſe his removal if! 
without offence. 

Indep, V Vhy may it not 
as lawful to go to oi 
Congregation for reliet, as t 
remove Our dwelling to anoth 
Parijh ? 

Pre:b. It is one thing to remoy 
toa Congregation which is und 
the ſame Rule ; an->ther,toa Con 
gregation of a d ferent conſtituti 
From the Rule. In the onea ma 
retains his Memberſhip; in the 0 
ther, he renounceth it, Þ. 52. 


Indy, 


and Non-Confo:miſts. 
lah Trdep. If the pureſt Churches 
zveſin the V Vorld, unto our Judge: 
on, Jment, in all other retpectigaauy 
ardimpoſe as a condition in the $4- 
hagrament of the Lords Supper any 
12zJone thing that ſuch tender Con- 
inf{{ciences cannot Joyn in (as ſup- 
poſe, kneeling) if they remove 
fr», theſe Churches, and 
have [berry from the State to ga- 
{her into other Churches, to en- 
rahoy this and other Ordinances, 
 eÞere 15 NO Separation 
hel Presb. 1. If a Church require 
hat which is evil of anyMember, 
oyÞe muſt forbear to'do ir z yer, 
devithour Separation, and waite 
onÞn Gods Providencein the difpen- 
tjgation of that Church, till ail ce- 
nanedics have been tryed. , 
2. He that isin this kind op- 
reſſed, may be relieved by Ap- 
al, or change his dwelling. 


H 3 3+ They 


ins 
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3- They who thought kneel- 
ingin the A of Communion to 
Bt «lawful, either in England or 
$f. did ſeparate or renounce 
Memberihip; 'but did ſome of 
them with Zeal and Zegqr: ing de- 
fend our C'-urches againſt thoſe 
of th+ Separat107., 

Indep But, we hope you will 
not queſtion us, if we have {- 
berty from the State to gather in- 
to uther Chnrches. 

Presb. Ihe Nature of S:pa- 
ration is not to be meaſured by 
crvil Aﬀs or State, but by the 
Word of God : what notion you 
have of it we know rot 5 but 
ſurely to leave all erdinary Com- 
munion in any Church with 
4 ſlike, when oppoſition. or offence 
off --s it ſelf, is to ſeparate from 
ſucha Church in the Scriptere.; 
ſince \uch a Separation was not 
in the Apoſtles times, unleſs it 
were 


and Non-Confozmilts. 
were uſed by falſe Teachers, all 
who profeſſed Chriſtianity held 
Communion together, notwith-. 


| ſtanding differences of Judgmer® 


or Corruptions 10 practiſe, p. 55+ 

Ingep. Our Churches cannot be 
thought to be guilty of a plain 
and 7otal Separation, unleſs we 
did wholly in all things differ, 
by ſetting up altogether differing 


{Z#ules of Conſtitution, V Vorſhip 


and Government. 

Fresb. Of this Aſertion we 
expect ſome proof : We r-ad 
not the like in any Author antient 
or modery, Under this pretenſe 
Novatians, Donatiſts, all that cver 
were thought to ſeparate, may 
ſhelter themſelves , who tl em- 
ſelves, boaſting of their Separa- 


tion (che moſt rigid Separatiſts) 


hold the ſame Rule of worſhip 
and government for ſubſtance 
with you. 

H 4 VVe 
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We deſire you to conſider if 
every ſmall and circumſtantial 
difference amongſt thole who 
aFewir moſt things, and thoſe 
moſt ſubſtantial, ſhall be a {uffici- 
ent ground to gather Churches 
out of Churches into a (eparate 
and diſtin Communion, how 
the Churches of God ſhall ever 
be kept free from Rents anJ1 Di- 
viſions. and how the Peace 
ther: of is poſſible to be preſerv- 
ed. 

Indep. But as we hold your 
Churches to be true Chace 
ſo we are ready to hold 'occaftonal 
Communion with them, 

Pre:b. 1. You have eſtranged 
your ſelves from us hitherto, and 
we have reaſon to queſtion, in 
what ſenſe you account our Mi- 
niſters and Churches true, 2. 
If you may occaſionally exerciſe 
Acts of Communion with us 
once, 


and Non-Confomnifts. 
once, a ſecond, a third time, 
— ſinz we know no = 
on w ict may not, ,Be 
net xithen fd: Fong then 
Separation and gathering 
Churches would have been zeed- 
leſs. 

To ſeparate from thoſe 
Churches ordinarily and viſibly, 
with whom occaſionally you may 
Joyn without fin, ſeemerh to be 
a moſt unjuſt Separation, 

Indep. Suppoſe you do ac- 
count our gathering Churches 
ſinful, may not ſome things be 
tolerated which are thought an- 
lawful. 

Precb, Our Reaſon againſt 
Toleration is not ſounded upon 
the Suppoſition that nothing 
uzlawful may be tolerated z but 
upon the ſuppoſition of unlaw- 
ſulneſs to tolerate the ' gathering 


Charches qQut of true Churches. 
And 
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And you do not. once” endea- 
vour to prove, either char ſuch 
g&hering, or the tolerating there- 
of Yalewful, 

Weare to debate the law- 
fulneſs of forbearance, and. may 
inſiſt upon any proper medium, 
ro. that end , for clearing where- 
of the lawfulneſs or unlawful- 
neſs of that point of Church 
gathering is one of. the moſt ne- 
ceſsary. 

Indep. If we do not gather 
into other Churches ; AMvlti- 
tudes that cannot conform muſt 
live without ſome Ordinances all 
rheir dayes. 

Presb, of this before 5 but we 
anſwer, that you wave the main 
buſineſs, viz. whether there 

be-any Example in Gods Word 
- for gathering Churches our of 
Churches. 


1. This 


FP Ga” ID hu Th. 


and Non-Confownifts. 


7. This opens a gp for _ 
Se#s to challenge the ſame :-: 
berty as their due. It ſhould be 
conſidered. nw 

2+ Whether we muſt follow 
an Erroneous Conſc.ence ſo far 
as to gather into yew Churches. 

3. Whether this be not de- 
nied by the Churches in New- 
E»zland. 

1ndep. 1s it not the Right of 
every man to g209ſe his own AMi- 
niſter ? - 

Presb, Certainly ſome would 
deny it, and it will be like ro 
breed much confuſion. Be- 
fades, the tolerared will have the 

reareſt priviledee by it z they 
Tall enjoy it abſolutely, when 
thoſe under the Rule cannot, 
without removing their dwe{hgs, 
P. 64, 65. 

Indep. Though we do ſepa- 
rate, we are ſuch as have gi- 
ven 


[ 
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ven good Teſtimony of our Godli” 
neſs and Peaceableneſs: And we 
didqgt ſeparate till we had uſed 
all means 1n faithfulneſs tro know 
the mind of Chriſt, 

Presb, We (hall not mind you 
how Teſtimonies of Godlineſs are 
not always infallible Prote&ions 
againſt Schiſm or Hereſie ; As in 
Mileſins, Lucifer, Audens, &C. 

We conceive that amongſt 
other means uſed in faithful- 
neſs, this ſhould be on? that 
each perſon give an account of 
his Scraple to the Elderſhip or 
Congregation where he dwells z 
that ſo he may either receive 
ſatisfaction , or have from 
them a Teſtimony of Godlineſs 
and Peaceableneſs. 

Indep. But you uncharitably 
charge us with the guilt of 
Schiſm, though we do not ſay 
your Churches are falſe and 
nor 


and Non-Confozmitts. 
not to be communicated with, 
which is hard meaſure. 

Presb, We have anſwered this 
already, but further we Gay; * al- 
beit Schiſm conſiſts not in every 
diverſity of op;i10n. or pradtice, 
but in an open breach of Chriſti- 
an love , yet we ſee not how you 
can acquit your ſelves even by 
this Rule ; when you openly pro- 
feſs a neceſſity to recede from 
our Churches as Members, which 
while yet you acknowledge them 
eo be true Churches of Chriſt. 

Thus to - depart from true | 
Churches, is not to hold Com- 
munion with them s ſuch 5 but 
rather by. departing, to declare 
them to be ſuch: Surely at beſt 
we may ſay of this courſe as the 
Philoſopher did of the Mileſiars, 
Mileſis quidem non ſunt inſipientes, 
ea tawen agunt que inſipientes. 


Indep. 
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Mark once for all, how un- 
aptly the Reflc&er would make 
all cheſtreſs of the Presbyterians 
ArSuraeat, to prove the Schiſth 
of the Independents, to bear 
upon the endeavours of their 
Churches to reform : For the In- 
dependents were as unſatisfied 
with their Reformation, as they 
are with their worthip. For they 
ſay plainly, the Reformation which 
the Aſſembly hath ultimately pitch'd 
pon ſatisfies not our Conſcie nces,as 
our Brethren know. No,you every 
where find, they charge them 
with Separation from true 
Churches, and aggravare thar 
charge from their ack nowledoment 
of che truch of thoſe Churches 
from which they ſeparate. 
Undep. But you endeavour our 
diſgrace, and caſt an ovine apon 
us by the word Sehvfm. | 
Presb, Your way would give 
coun» 


countenance td a perpetual Diviſ- 
03 1h the Church, iſdrawing a» 
way from the Charches ander the 
Rule : And” Schiſm | differs "nd 
more from Diviſion; then Gr:eb 
ifom L atone. 

We deſire you, chatby afſume 
ing tenderneſs of Conſcience to 
your diſſeating from the Rule and 
eſtabliſhment of a Church-way 
or Church-ordey to your way and 
godly party, you would not re- 
fle& an odwm upon us or the 
Churches uuder the Role, 

You know that to give counte- 


Dance to an unjuſt or cauſleſs Se. 


paration from a lawful Church- 
Communion, is not far from gi- 
ving countenance to Schiſm: 
Eſpecially wheen che grounds, 
upon which this Separation is Ce- 
fired; arcJs5, as upohi which all 
other poſſible ſcruples may claim a 
like Indulgence, and ſo this Tole- 
ration 
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ration being the firſt, ſhall in- 
deed but lay a Foundation, and 
open the Gap, whereat as many 
Diviſions in the Church, as there 
be Scruples.in the minds of men, 
ſhall upon the ſelf ſame equity 
be let in, p. 66, ; 


aid Non-Confojmiſts; 


— 


—— 


The Concluſion, with 4 Re- 
capiculation, ; 


0 work, we ſee, was ef. 
fectually done to our hands 
many years agon, both againſt 
the Independents and the preſent 
Presbyterians : whole pradtice 
in gathering Churches, and whoſe 
Arguments in defence of that 
practice are = much the ſame, 
> [And both are here abundantly 
| [confuted by theſe Prebjterian 
weighty Reaſons: Which in- 
deed are ſach, as took nor theis 
trengeh from any peculiar con-; 
ditions of the tines when they 
were written z but are »6w, and 
ever will be of equal and invin- 
ible prevalency. EL 

| | There- 


_ Thelndependents then pleaded. Þi 
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Therefore the Dialogue -is as 
proper and ſeaſonable »ew, aſi 
thoſe Papers were then: Do but 
change the Perſon and nemlt 
[ Presbyterian) for the Churchoffy 
England, and the whole is as 
pertinent to our preſent State ag 
the Reader can wiſh, An 
indeed, what can the wit Oh 
the preſent diſsenters add new, 
to the Argument as it was thegh 
managed ? Or what have they 
ſaid more for themſelves? Reſp 
veiw and judge. 


lic 


1. W/E onely defire a Liber 
to worſhip Gad in Congh; 
gregations of our own: diſtinw 


from the Parochial. | 
2. Wecondemn not the Pifaf 
r0chial Churches as falſe; , , 0 


3, W 


$ | - and Non-Confo:ntfs. 
as] 3. Wediffer from you onely 
alin {mall matters. ; 
ut 4. We agree with you as to 
mithe ſubſtance of Doctrine and 
offwor hip. 
ay 5. Yet we cannot joyn with 
aJyou in all things without fin, 
nq 6,*And we cannot live with- 
OÞout any one ordinance. 
Wl 7. Therefore we joyn in a- 
ieother Congregation only for 
efthe enjoyment of all ordinances 
ReNor our ſpiritual good. 
8. Yet we will preſerve. all 
hriſtizn Communion with the 
aints in the Church Catho- 
Iick. 
ri 9-. We cannot be Members of 
onfhat Congregation where cur 
n@w-:lling is. | 
10, ER we will bold oc- 
Pifafiomal Communien, - with 
y OU, of 


4. 


W k 2 if This 
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11. This is no Schiſm, or 
countenance of Schiſm, or rigid 
ſeparation. 

12. We cannot approve or e- 
difie by the Pariſh Miniſters, 

13. *'Tis the priviledge of e- 
very one to chooſe his own Pa- 


ſtor. 

14.Living in a Pariſh doth no 
make Members of a Church, 

15. Removal from one Pari 
ro another is allowed, and wh 
nor toa ſeparate Cogregation 

16. Tender Conſciences onght 
thus to be relieved. 

17, It is againſt Chriſtian 
charity to deny this liberty, 

18. This Liberty will prove 
the beſt means © _ 


19, Whatif we haveliberrf 


from the State to  garh 

Churches ? 
20. Some things may be tole- 
rateg that are thought unlawfyl: 
b 2t: Mul- 


£ 
( 
/ 
} 


k 
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or] 21- Multitudes. thac cannot 
oidl conform , muſt live withour 
ſome ordinances all cheir days. 
e-l 22. Thoſe chat ſeparate haye 
given good Teſtimony of their 
e-l Godlineſs and Peaceablenefs : 
22.1 And have uſed all means firſt to 
know the mind of Chriſt, 

off - 23. You charge us with Schiſm 

to render us OdiOUS. 


I . 

hyl All theſe were Independent Ar- 
1 4] guments in 1644. how they com- 
he] menſed to be Presbyteriau in 
1672, I know not : Bur 
an{ this I know that then the 
Presbyterians were not ſhy to 
ve] declare gathering Churches out 
yl of- owr Churches under all flou- 
t-riſhes and iictle pretenſes, was 
er a Schiſmatical and dangerous SE- 


paration, and not to be allowed. 
el For which, they gave the 
alj world, not onely their Aurhor: y, 
11- 


I 3 but 
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but ſuch Reaſors as you have 
h:ard, bur ſhall never ſee anſwe: 
red. Some of their Propofiti- 
ons follow, 


Some of the Presbyterian Aſserti- 
ons, whereby they refelled the 
foreſaid Independent pretenſes 
for gathering Churches (as more 
at large  - a in the Dia- 
logue) are theſe, 


'Þ Ur Parochial Congre- 
gations are true Church- 
es. 

2; Tomake one a Member 
of ſuch a Church, it is ſufficient 
that he profeſseth Chriſtianity, and 
lwves in the Pariſh, and he may 
claim Communion herenpen, 

3. The old Non-Conformilſts 
did not ſeparate from the Pariſh 
Churches or renounce Member- 

; "— —=—_ 
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fhip,” though they thought 
kneeling at the Communion un- 
lawful (and I may add, had as 
much cauſe to complain of Per- 


| ſecution, and want of Reforms- 


tion, as any have now) but did 
ſome of them with Zeal and 
Learniag defend our Churches 
againſt choſe of the Separation. 
4+ None ought to be lnculg- 
ed, burſuch as agree with the 
eſtabliſhment as ro the ſub- 
ſtance of Dofrine and Wor- 


ſup. 

5. Theſe ſhould nor be indul- 
ged ſo far , asto (ſeparate and 
gather new Churches. 

6. 'This is Schiſm, and. the 
means of confuſion in the 
Church and in Families. 

7. Noneare to be allowed-to 
withdraw Communion in things 
wherein they agree with us: Buc 
in all ſuch. things they ought ro 
I 4 retain 
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Advice to the Confoqmitts 
retain Communion , with the 
Congregation where they live, 

8. The Separatiſts holding 
our Churches to be #rve Chur- 
ches, is an Aggravarioy of their 
Separation. 

9. Todepart from Churches 
me acknowledg to be re, is 
not to. hold Communion with 
them as ſuch; but rathey by de- 
parting, to declare theta not to 
be ſuch. 

10. To leave all ordinary com- 
munion in any Church with 
Diſlike, when oppoſition or offence 
offers it ſelf z. is 80 Separate in 
the Scripture-Senſe, and was not 
in being in the Apoſtles times, 
unleſs by falſe Teachers, 

- 11. All who profeſſed Chrifti- 
anity in the Apoſtles times, held 
Communion together, notwith- 
ſanding differences in Judement, 


- Or COrcuptions 1n Pratfice. 
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12, The Judgment of pare 
and impure Ordinances, is not 
tO be left co the alone diſcretion of 
2 particular Perſon, 

13- To Separate from thoſe 
Churches 0rdinarily and Vilibly, 
with whom occaſionaily you ma 

yn without Sin, - ſeemet 
ro be a moſt unjuſt Separati- 
oft 

14- It is one thing to Remove 
to a Congregation that is un- 
der the ſame Rvle ; another, to 2 
Congregation of a 4iferey: con- 
ftitarion, - In the one, a man 
retaineth his Memberfhip, in the 
other he Renoarncerh it, 
13s Teſtimonies of Godlineſs 
are no infallible ProteRions a- 
2ainſt Schiſrh. 

76. *Tis no breach of -Cha- 
rity to hinder all unjuſt Separa- 


ions, | 
17, A 


% 
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a7, A man may want the 
Lords Supper : with leſs Danger, 
then. to. purchaſe ic by a finful 
Separation, | 

18; The:Church is not bound 
to Indulge. a Liberty co. Erring 
Conſciences, eſpecially ro the 
evident diſturbance of her owa 
Peace. 

19, No pretences of tender- 
neſs of 'Conſciences, or of Edi- 
fication, or of enjoying all 0r- 
dingnces, or of holding Commu- 
nion with-.us: as Saints in the 
Church Catholick, or of 0ccaſs- 
engl Communion with us as a par- 
ticular Church , or ef holding 
4 mmunion with us as far as they 
ze able, or that they cannor 
joyn with us without Sin, or laſt- 
ly, no acceptions that they take 
either againſt: our officers or 
Members: None of theſe, or 
any 


= DP "7 gas 


any ſuch, can warrant a Sepa- 
paration from us, or gathering 
new Churches our of ours. 
For theſe make not the Cauſe 
of a juſt ſeparation, which 
ought toappear ex natara rei. 


——— from whence thow art 
aln, 


FINI1S. 


ERRATA. 


Px 33. Line 2. Read, Not only for Wrath, 
but alſo for Conſcence ſake, Rom. 13. 5, 
P. 34-1. 14. dele and. p. 35+ 1. 18. r. things. 
P. 40-1. 1. r. Subterfuges. Po 54-1. 21. r. ſhould 
not be, p. 78. 1. 17+ I. 047 Government, 
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Some Books Printed for and ſold by James 
Collins at the Kings Arms iz Ludgate- 
ſtreet, 1673. 


@ pane upon Military and Political 
Afﬀairs, by the moſt Honourable George 
Duke of Albemarle : Folio, price 6. $. 

A Sermon Preached by Seth Lord Biſhop of 
Sarum atthe Funeral of the moſt Honourable 
George Duke of Albemarte : Quarto, price 6.d. 

Philoſophia Pia , -or , A Diſcourſe of the 
Religious tendences of the Experimental Phi. 
loſophy, to which is added a Recommendation 
and Defence of Reaſon in the Aﬀairs of Reli- 
gion, by Joſeph Glamvil, Rector of Bath: 

aVO, price 2 5S. 

The Way to Happineſs repreſented in its 
Difficulties and Encouragemeents ; and cleared 
from many popular and dangerous miſtakes, 
by 7oſeph Glamvil. 

A Przfatory Anſwer to Mr. Henry Stubbs, 
the Doctor of Warwick, by. Foſ.. Glamvil: 
Octavo, price 1.S. 6. d. 

Thx Life and Death of Mr. George Herbert, 
the Excclent Author of the Divine Poems. 
Written by 1/. altos : Oftavo, price 1. s. 

 ADiſcourſe of the Forbearance 'or pena- 
ties , 
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ties, which a due Reformation requires; by 
Herbert Thorndike one of the Prebendarics © 
Weſtminfter : Octavo. 

A Private Conference between a rich Alder 
man, and a poor Country Vicar made Publick 


* wherein is diſcourſed the Obligation of Oaths, 


which have been impoſed on the Subjects af 
Emnpland : Oftavo. 2.s. | | 
The Epiſcopacy of the Church of Eng/qnd 
juſtified to be Apoſtolical from the Authority of 
the Primitive Church : and from the confeſſ- 
ons of the moſt famous Divines beyond fhe 
Seas, by the Right Reverend the late Lord ' Bi- 
ſhop of Dureſm, with a Preface written by Gr 
Henry Telverton Baronet : Octavo, . 


A ColleQtion of Sermons- preached before. [ 


the King at ?hire-hal! by the Right Reverend 

Father jn God, Serh Lord Biſhop of Sarum. | 
Catholick Charity recommended in a Ser- 
mon before the Right Honourable the Lord 
Mayor of London, m order to the abating the 
animoſities among Chriſtians that have been oc- 
cafioned by differences in Religon, by 7oſ-Glan- 

vile, Rector of Bath, price 6.d; * | 
A Mirrour of Chriſtianity, and a Miracle ef 
Charity, or an exact Narrativeof the Lifeand 
Death of the Lady Alice Dutches Daaley, by 
R. Coreman, D.D. price 6d. Th 
Io 


The General Aſſembly, or the neceflity of the 
receiviag the Communion in our Publique Con- 
Sregations evinced from the Nature of the 
Church, the Word of God , and Presbyterian 
Principles; A Sermon by Francs Fulwoed , 
D.D. price 6. d. 

MMiſerere Cleri; A Sermon preſenting the 
Miſerics of the Clergy, and Aſſigning their true 
Cauſes in order to REdreſs, by Edw. Wettenhall, 
B. D. price 6. d. : 

Urim & Thammim ; or the Clergies Dignity 
and Duty recommended in a Vilitation Ser- 
- mon; by Agal. Convant, B. D. price 6. d. 

A Diſcourſe of Toleration, in anſwer to a 
late Book, cntituled; A Diſcourſe of the Reli- 
gion of Fygland, price 6.d. 

Indulgence not juſtified, being a Continuati- 
on of the Diſcourſe of Toleration, in anſwer 
'to the Arguments of a late Book, entituled, A 
Peace-Offering or Plea for Indulgence; and to 
another, call'd, The ſecond Diſcourſe of the 
Religion of England, price 6 d. 

Tolerafion not to be abusd, or a ſerious 
Queſtion ſoberly debated and reſolved upon 
Presbyterian Principles, &c. price 6 d. 

The Judgment of the Learned and Pious St. 
"Augxſtine, concerning Penal Laws againſt Cou- 
venticles, and for Unity in Religion, delivercd 
in his 48 Epiſtle to Vincentie. 
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